
Arafat in Libya 


NICOSIA (R) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat flew to 
Libya Sunday as part of a tour to 
convass support for an emergency 
Arab summit to discuss the ex- 
odus of Soviet Jews to Israel. The 
Libyan news agency JANA said 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) chief flew to the 
northwestern city of Sirte, 
where Libya was marking the 
75th anniversary of a battle 
against Italian occupation troops. 
Arafat arrived after visiting 
Somalia and Sudan. In Khar- 
toum, military leader Omar Has- 
san A! Bashir supported Arafat's 
call for the summit, Arab League 
officials said last week that the 
majority of the league's 22 mem- 
bers were in favour of the summit 
which the PLO chief had prop- 
osed to be held in Iraq next 
mouth. 

Turkey seizes pipes 
bound for Iraq 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish cus- 
toms officials said Sunday they 
had seized two more truckloads 
of steel pipes they suspected 
might be components for the Ira- 

S ; industry. They said two 
und trucks were being 
Turkey's Kapikule border 
with Bulgaria while investigations 
were underway. Another lorry 
was seized last week. “The lorries 
are being held here at the border 
gate. They are loaded with steel 
pipes,” said a customs official, 
adding that experts would ex- 
amine the pipes to see if they had 
military applications. 

Discovery lands after 
record mission 

EDWARDS AIR FORCE 
BASE (R) — The space shuttle 
Discovery landed safely Sunday 
Rafter setting a space record and 
- braying high winds which 
threanoded to delay its touchdown. 
During its five-day mission. Dis- 
covery launched the hubble space 
telescope which scientists hope 
wfll .be able to look back 20 
bilHon years, almost to the begin- 
ning of the universe. In order to 
complete the telescope launch. 
Discovery’s five -person crew 
took their craft into an orbit 610 
kflometres above the Earth’s sur- 
face, higher than any of the pre- 
vious 34 shuttle flights and higher 
than any planned flights. 

Romanians stage 
anti-regime protests 

TIMISOARA, Romania (R) — 
Thousands of angry demonstra- 
tors gta gi»H anti-government ral- 
lies in at least four Romanian 
towns Sunday to demand the 
ousting of interim President Ion 
Biescu. About 15,000 people in 
the western city of Timisoara, 
birthplace of the December upris- 
ing which ousted dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu, denounced Biescu 
and the ruling National Salvation 
Front (NSF) as neo-communists. 
Protests have swelled over the 
past week ahead of the country's 
first free elections for more than 
half a century on May 20 in which 
fliescu is miming for president as 
the front's candidate. 

Genscher nearly 
faints during speech 

DUESSELDORF (AP) — West 
German Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher became faint 
Sunday and had to break off a 
speech at a gathering of his poli- 
tical party. Genscher, 63, has a 
long history of circulatory system 
ana urinary tract problems and 
once suffered a heart attack. My 
dear friends, unfortunately I must 
stop," said Genscher about 10 
minutes into his speech. TTiree 
doctors at the gathering rushed to 
his aid. A few minutes later, 
Genscher’s spokesman said the 
foreign minister was merely suf- 
feting from exhaustion. About 30 
later, Genscher returned 
to the podium as members of the 
Free Democrat Party gave him a 
standing ovation. 

IRA claims 
border bombings 

BELFAST (AP) — A bomb ex- 
ploded at a border customs post 
Sunday, and security forces tip- 
ped io a renewed Insh Republi- 
can Army (IRA) offensive were 
on heightened alert throughout 
Northern Ireland. The Royal Uls- 
ter Constabulary said a bomb 
caused minor damage to a hut in 
. the customs complex near Newpr, 
Gsnaty Down, on die border 
with the Irish Republic. 


Jordan stands ready to seize opportunity for peace 


Crown Prince warns 
of diminishing peace 
prospects in Mideast 

Unless peace prevails there will be a fanatical war 


By Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan has warned 
that chances for genuine and 
lasting peace in the Middle East 
are quickly diminishing and cal- 
led on Israel to seize the “un- 
precedented opportunity’' that 
exists today to reach a political 
settlement with the Arab World 
in a spirit of cooperation and 
goodwill. 

In an article he wrote for the 
International Herald Tribune, 
the Crown Prince referred to 
growing Islamic fundamentalism 
in the Middle East and North 
Africa and warned that “unless 
peace prevails, there will be a 
different kind of war to contend 
with. It wfll not be between na- 
tion states but one waged against 


E. Beirut 

skirmishes 

continue 

BEIRUT (AP) — Rebel General 
Michel Aonn's troops and militia- 
men of the right-wing Lebanese 
Forces militia skirmished in east 
Beirut, Sunday, but a-33-hour 
ceasefire between the Christian 
rivals held in the mountains. 

There were no reports of 
casualties Sunday in the three- 
month-old power struggle for 
mastery of the Christian enclave 
north of Beirut 

At least 919 people have been 
killed and 2,442 wounded since 
fighting erupted Jan. 30 when 
Aoun moved against the militia 
led by Samir Geagea, the main 
challenger to his claim to be the 
enclave’s overlord. 

- The ceasefire in the Kesrouan 
mountains on the eastern edge of 
the 800-square-kiIometre enclave 
took effect at 9 a.m. (0700 GMT) 
Saturday. It is scheduled to end at 
6 p.m. (1600 GMT) Sunday. 

The truce was mediated by a 
Maronite Catholic monk. Bulos 
Naaman, a member of a three- 
man committee of neutral Christ- 
ians which has negotiated several 
earlier ceasefires in the con- 
frontation between Aoun and 
Geagea. 

The ceasefire weas called pri- 
marily to allow residents of the 
disputed resorts of Daraya and 
Kleiat in the Kesrouan mountains 
to return to the devastated towns 
to salvage what they can of their 
homes. 

Hundreds of refugees poured 
into the towns Sunday while the 
ceasefire held, police reported. 

Daraya has been deserted by 
almost all its 12,000 citizens and 
barely 200 of Kleiat’s 20,000 
population remain huddled in 
basements and underground shel- 
ters. . . 

Police said the few remaining 
civilians still in the two resorts 
took advantage of the truce to 
leave before an expected resump- 
tion of fighting. 

The conservative A1 Diyar dai- 
ly which is based in east Beirut, 
described the truce as “a farce." 

“It’s like being invited to pre- 
pare the dead for burial,” it 
declared in an editorial. 

The daily said the truce was 
declared “so the residents could 
touch with their own hands the 
stones of their damaged homes... 
and see with their own eyes the 
black smoke” billowing from 
them. . _ . 

Kleiat, once famed for its res- 
taurants and night elute, has been 
severely damaged in the savage 
fighting between Aoum’s troops 
and Geagea’s mifitia. 

The Lebanese Forces how the 
western half of the town while 
Aonn’s men control the northern 
ed ge* and direct fire into its main 
square. 

Geagea’s militiamen also hold 
a nearby hill that dominates 
Daraya, which is in territory con- 
trolled by Aoun. 

The power struggle has trig- 
gered the worst fighting between 
Christian rivals in Lebanon’s mill- 1 
ti-faceted civil war. 


the nation-state, a war of attri- 
tion that aims to reduce national 
entities to their components.” 
(The article appeared in the April 
28/29 issue of the newspaper. U is 
reprinted In fall oa page 4). 

In the article, the Crown Prince 
said that “Jordan, like other fair- 
minded Arab states, stands ready 
to seize the opportunity for peace 
in a spirit of cooperation and good- 
will," and believes that for 
the peace process to succeed, 
both Israel and the Palestine 
liberation Organisation should 
offer practical options to their 
peoples.” 

"Jordan is committed to a com- 
prehensive, just and lasting set- 
tlement of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. The most appropriate vehi- 
cle for achieving this is an inter- 
national conference under United 


Nations auspices.” 

“Regrettably, Israel has not 
joined in the spirit of accom- 
modation,” he wrote. “Instead, it 
has chosen to shift attention from 
the critical issue of peace — -this 
time, to gather all its resources to 
welcome a new wave of immigra- 
tion from the Soviet Union. This 
immig ration provides a powerful 
case for Israeli expansionists to 
keep the occupied territories as a 
home for the new arrivals. The 
remit is a threat to all peace 
initiatives.” 

The Crown Prince called on the 
U.S., the Soviet Union and 
Europe as well as all parties 
involved in the Middle East con- 
flict to work in concert to gener- 
ate momentum for peace. 

“Since the Israeli settlements 
in the occupied territories violate 



Israeli army keeps Gaza 
Strip under tight siege 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
kept the Gaza Strip sealed off and 
confined the 750,000 Palestinian 
residents to their homes Sunday 
while the Jewish state observed 
two holidays. 

Sirens wailed and Israelis 
paused for a minute of silence 
Saturday nigbt as a memorial day 
to fallen soldiers officially began. 

The blanket curfew was aimed 
at preventing protests. 

The closure came after the 
bloodiest week of Lsraeli-Palesti- 
nian dashes this year. On Thurs- 
day troops killed four Palesti- 
nians and wounded 150 in the 
occupied territories, most of 
them in the Gaza Strip refugee 
camp of Jabalya. 

A large number of red-bereted 
paratroopers and border police 
were seen around military 
cemeteries and Arab neighbour- 
hoods in East Jerusalem. Repor- 
ters said the army bad alsr 
erected roadblocks in the West 
Bank and prevented Palestinians 
from entering Israel. 

The military said soldiers at the 
roadblocks were carrying out 
selective checks to prevent “pssi- 
ble incite rs” from entering Israel. 

In the West Bank town of A1 
Bireh, 12 kilometres north of 
Jerusalem, Zuhair Ijil, 44. was 
mortally wounded in the bead 
when masked assailants opened 
fire at him. 


Ijil was standing near his butch- 
er shop in the town’s market 
when he was shot. His assailants 
then stabbed him , eyewitnesses 
said. 

’ Reporters said Ijil was an un- 
formant who had openly re- 
pented at the b eginning of the 
Palestinian revolt. They said resi- 
dents believed Ijil had renewed 
his contacts with the Israeli au- 
thorities a few months ago. 

The army declared the town a 
closed military area and troops 
searched for the assailants, the 
military command said. 

Meanwhile, Christian leaders 
threatened to shut churches and 
shrines in the Holy land once 
again if Jewish settlers remain in 
the Christian quarter of the Old 
City. 

They reopened the sites Satur- 
day after a protest against the 
April 11 settlement of 150 Jewish 
settlers in a building complex 
owned by the Greek Orthodox 
Church. 

“If the situation continues to 
be critical, we will have to dose 
churches again.... and appeal to 
the international community to 
pressure Israel to evict the set- 
tiers,” said Lufti Laham, the Mel- 
chite Catholic Bishop. 

The leaders did not say when 
they might bold more protests. 

the controversy interrupted 
Easter celebrations and triggered 
demonstrations by angry clerics 


Shamir attacks Baker plan; 
new settlements said planned 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Right-wing Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said 
Sunday progress towards peace 
negotiations did not depend on 
a gr eeing to U.S. terms for 
Palestiuian-Israeli peace talks. 

Also Sunday, the leftist daily 
A1 Hamishmar reported that Sha- 
mir settlement aide, Michael De- 
kei, was preparing plans for the 
speedy construction of two other 
settlements in the occupied West 
Bank. It said the settlements had 
yet to be approved by the govern- 
ment. 

Israeli-U.S. relations have 
been strained by Shamir’s refusal 
to accept U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker’s proposals for 
peace talks and by recent settle- 
ment activity in occuped Jeru- 
salem, the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

“I have to say that there is 
something perhaps ridiculous in 
the slogan of “yes to Baker,” 
Shamir said in an Israel Radio 
interview. 

“But if there's understanding 
and cooperation with the United 
States, well then no one can 
expect us to accept every propos- 
al and every idea of the American 
secretary, be what they may be.” 
- Israel’s current political crisis 
was triggered by Shamir’s refusal 


to endorse the Baker proposals 
wind] were supported by Shimon 
Peres, leader of the Labour 
Party. 

In the radio interview, Shamir 
questioned a key dement of the 
Baker plan — the holding of 
Palestmian-Israeli talks in Cairo. 

“It is not written anywhere in 
this plan that there should be a 
meeting in Cairo,” he said. 

The Baker programme pro- 
vides a framework for starting a 
dialogue on Israel’s proposal to 
bold elections to choose repre- 
sentatives to negotiate an interim 
autonomy plan for the Palesti- 
nians in die West Bank and Gaza 
Scrip. 

Aide Avi Pazner said Shamir’s 
aim was to "reassert his position 
that there can also be prepress in 
the peace process without a posi- 
tive answer to Baker.’’ He de- 
clined to detail any alternative 
approach that Shamir was con- 
sidering. 

Pazner also denied any change 
had taken place in government 
settlement policy. ‘This is part of 
the rumours being spread by peo- 
ple trying to embarrass the gov- 
ernment. There is no other new 
settlement planned at this stage.” 

A1 Hamishmar said Dekel was 
planning for two settler groups to 
establish themselves in the West 


Soviet, Syrian leaders assail U.S. policy 


Gorbachev cites Arab rights not 
just human rights in handling 
problem linked to Jewish exodus 


international law, the United 
States and European nations 
should predicate their subsidisa- 
tion of the immigration and reset- 
tlement of Soviet Jews on Israel's 
freezing all settlement activity in 
the occupied territories,” the 
Crown Prince wrote. “They can 
do much to ameliorate this diffi- 
cult situation by increasing 
annual quotas for Soviet Jews to 
settle in their own countries.” 
The Crown Prince also re- 
newed the call for an Arab sum- 
mit “to formulate a peace 
strategy that would safeguard the 
legitimate rights of the Palesti- 
nians and the security and stabil- 
ity of the Arab regional order.” 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Writer 

with agency dispatches 

SOVIET President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has said that problems 
caused by Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion to Israel must be solved in 
the context of “the rights of the 
Arabs and not just of human 
rights in general.” The Soviet 
leader was also quoted as voicing 
concern over Israeli possession of 
nuclear weapons and attacking 
American policy as an obstacle to 
peace in the Middle East. 

According to the Soviet News 
Agenqy, TASS, Gorbachev, in 
talks in Moscow with visiting Sy- 
rian President Hafez A1 Assad 
late Saturday, . rejected “inven- 
tions’’ circulating in some Arab 
countries that Moscow had a sec- 
ret deal with Washington on Jew- 


and Palestinans, both Christian 
and Muslim, who complained the 
Jews held an illegal lease. Greek 
Patriarch Diodoros I interrupted 
Easter celebrations to organise 
demonstrations. 

Last week after repeated de- 
nials, the Israeli government 
admitted it had contributed SI. 8 
million to the establishment of 
the settlement, provoking out- 
rage in Israel ana abroad. 

Israel’s supreme court has en- 
tered the dispute and ordered the 
settlers out by Tuesday. But it 
will allow 20 guards and mainte- 
nance staff to remain pending a 
final ruling. 

George Hintilian, spokesman 
for Armenian Patriarch Torkum 
Manogogian, said the Christian 
community was determined to 
have its rights recognised. 

“The closure of churches and 
houses of worship in Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, Nazareth and the 
Galilee was never done, not even 
in the darkest condition. This 
shows how serious we are,” 
Hintilian said. 

Latin Patriarch Michel Sabbah 
said on Vatican radio that the 
church protest aimed to show the 
world that in Jerusalem “the non- 
Jewish population is in danger.” 

“The Palestinian population 
has been left without any protec- 
tion,” Sabbah said. “And among 
the Palestinians are also Chiist- 


Bank. The settlements would be 
called Revavah and Rechan B. 

Since Shamir became head of a 
caretaker government without 
the Labour Party on March 15, 
Jewish settlers began construc- 
tion at Dugit in the Gaza Strip 
and at Alon in the West Bank. 

■Shamir , also said Sunday fore- 
ign governments were trying to 
force him into negotiations with 
the Palestine Lite ration Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

“We shall not do it,” pledged 
the rightwinger. 

Speaking as the Israeli army 
sealed off the Gaza Strip and 
c onfin ed its 750,000 Palestinian 
residents to their homes for two 
days, Shamir made his vow dur- 
ing a speech honouring those 
killed in Israel's wars. 

The Likud leader did not name 
the foreign governments- but said 
the conflict with Palestinians was 
merely “the tip of the iceberg” of 
4he Israeh-Arab conflict. 

’This has been ignored by 
governments and the media who 
prefer to busy themselves with 
the question of elections of a local 
authority in the West Bank and 
Gaza,” Shamir said. 

“They also fry to push us onto 
the road they have prepared for 
us to talk to the PLO,” he said. 
“We shall never do it.” 


Hoani Mubarak 

Mubarak 
visits Syria 
Wednesday 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian 
President Hosui Mubarak will 
visit Syria Wednesday to seal the 
end of years of bitterness be- 
tween Cairo and Damascus, pres- 
idential sources said Sunday. 

Mubarak and Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad are expected to 
explore ways of boosting bilateral 
ties and expand trade and to 
discuss the mass emigration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. Arab media 
also predict that Mubarak will 
seek with ways to reconcile Syria 
with Iraq. 

Mubarak is expected to bold a 
day of talks with Assad Wednes- 
day and may spend the night in 
Syria, the sources aid. 

The formal breach between 
Syria and Egypt dates from 1977, 
when Mubarak's predecessor, 
Anwar Sadat, opened contacts 
that led to an Egyptian peace 
treaty with Israel. 

Egypt cut diplomatic ties with 
Syria in 1977 after Damascus 
threatened to freeze economic 
and political links because of 
Sadat’s visit to occupied Jeru- 
salem. 

Relations improved after 
Egypt was readmitted to the 
Arab League at an Arab summit 
in Morocco last May. Diplomatic 
ties were reported in December. 
Ambassadors took up tbeir posts 
this month. 

Former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter said after a recent visit to 
Damascus that the Syrians were 
ready for talks on a final Middle 
East settlement. 

Mubarak, the only Arab leader 
with direct access to Israeli lead- 
ers, could play a major role in 
bringing Syria to the negotiating 
table, political analysts in Cairo 
say. 

The Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) reported later Sunday 
that the date of the visit by 
Mubarak to Syria will be decided 
Monday. 

The agency withdrew a report 
in which it quuoted presidential 
Press Secretary Mohammad 
Abdul Mortem as saying the visit 
would start Monday. Its cor- 
rected version quoted Abdul 
Momem as saying dates for the 
visit would be derided Monday. 

Mubarak is scheduled to give a 
May Day speech in Cairo 
Tuesday. 


ish emigration from the Soviet 
Union, TASS reported. 

TASS said the Soviet Union 
wanted closer contacts with Arab 
states over Israel’s “illegal” 
activities in settling Jewish im- 
migrants in the occupied territor- 
ies and wanted the United Na- 
tions Security Council 'to take a 
stand against “tbe colonisation of 
these lands.” 

It was the first formal comment 
by Gorbachev on Soviet Jewish 
immigration to Israel and ex- 
pressed Arab fears that the bulk 
of the new arrivals could be set- 
tled in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Moscow has re- 
sisted Arab calk to ban further 
Soviet Jewish immigration to 
Israel, arguing that its interna- 
tional commitments on human 
rights made it impossible for it to 
prevent Jews leaving for Israel. 


According to TASS, the in- 
creased emigration was linked to 
“internal processes in the Soviet 
Union, with certain undesirable 
phenomena in inter-ethnic rela- 
tions.” 

The trews agency said both 
Gorbachev and Assad conde- 
mned American policy as a major 
obstacle to peace in the Middle 
East. 

In tbeir three hours of talks. 
Gorbachev and Assad also ex- 
pressed serious concern over the 
“problem of the possession of 
nuclear weapons by Israel.” 

The two leaders agreed that 
prospects for solutions to the 
problems in the Middle East and 
tbe bolding on an international 
conference on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict were held back by the 

(Continued on page 4) 



Kidnappers say another 
hostage to be released 


BEIRUT (AP) — Kidnappers 
holding American hostage Frank 
Herbert Reed said Sunday they 
will release the captive within 48 
hours. 

An unsigned two-line state- 
ment said Reed, kidnapped in 
Beirut on SepL 9, 1986, will cany 
a message for the U.S. govern- 
ment. ’ 

Tbe statement, typewritten in 
Arabic, was delivered anony- 
mously to the offices of the inde- 
pendent newspaper AI Nahar 
6:30 p.m. (1630 GMT). 

Another copy went to a West- 
ern news agency.' and both texts 
were accompanied by photo- 
graphs of the 57-year-old hos- 
tage, a native of Malden, Mas- 
sachusetts, to prove authenticity. 

Tbe statement said: 

“In tbe name of God the 
Merciful, tbe Compassionate,” 

"We have derided to free 
American hostage Frank Reed 
within 48 hours. He will carry a 
message addressed to the Amer- 
ican administration.” 

The statement did not set an 
exact deadline for the release. 

Reed appeared neatly combed 
and cleanshaven in tbe coloured 
photograph delivered to AI 
Nahar. He wore a striped blue 
and white shirt and was without 
eyeglasses. 

In the black and white close-up 
delivered to the Western news 
agency he sported a bushy grey 
beard. He wore a dark T-shirt 
and looked straight into the 


camera with slightly hunched 
shoulders. 

Reed, director of the privately 
owned Lebanese International 
School, was kidnapped near 
Beirut airport while being driven 
by his chauffeur to the golf club. 

Gunmen in a dark blue volvo 
intercepted his car arid seized him 
and the driver, who later was 
released. 

A previosly unknown group, 
raffing itself tbe Arab Revolu- 
tionary Cells — Omar Mukhtar 
Brigade, claimed Reed's abduc- 
tion in a statement released to 
Beirut newspapers on Sept. 14, 
five days after his abduction. 

There was no authentication of 
that statement, and his kidnap- 
pers released no other word on 
him until Sunday. 

Reed had Lived in Beirut for 
eight years before his kidnapping. 
He had converted to Islam to 
marry his second wife, Fahima 
Dalati. a Syrian. They have a 
five-year-old son, Tareq. 

Reed also has two children. 
Jacqueline and Marilyn, from bis 
first marriage. His daughters and 
ex-wife, Nancy, live in Medford. 
Massachusetts. 

Former French hostage Jean- 
Pa ul Kauffinann said after his 
release on May 4, 1988, that be 
had seen Reed among hostages 
held by the pro-Iranian Islamic 
Jihad. 

Released hostages have repe- 
atedly reported seeing captives 
reputedly held by other groups. 


Compromise signs 
seen in Lithuania 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union unexpectedly eased 
part of its economic blockade 
against Lithuania, almost doubl- 
ing tbe amount of natural gas 
flowing into the Baltic republic, 
Lithuania said. 

Residents of the Baltic republic 
that declared its independence 
March 1 1 organised a bicycle rally 
to show their defiance of the 
Kremlin's decision to shut off oil 
supplies. They planned a repub- 
lic-wide staging of Beethoven's 
9th symphony as a symbol of 
hope and human freedom. 

Announcement of the sudden 
easing of the gas restriction came 
as both President Vytautas Land- 
sbergis of Lithuania and a spokes- 
man for Michail Gorbachev 
praised a proposed compromise 
to their dispute offered by France 
and West Germany. 

The two Western countries 
proposed that Lithuania delay 
implementing its independence 
while not backing away from the 
declaration itself. 

“The Soviet Union has started 
supplying tbe fertiliser plant at 
Jonova, winch practically stopped 
operating, with natural gas," said 
Vilnius Radio. 

“From the beginning of the 
blockade, Lithuania had been re- 
ceiving 3.5 million cubic metres 
of natural gas per day and that 
was just enough for everyday 
household needs,” it said in a 
broadcast monitored by the Brit- 


ish Broadcasting Corporation in 
London. "Now the fertiliser plant 
in Jonova is going to get three 
million cubic metres of ntural gas 
each day. This is almost sufficient 
for the plant to keep operating 
normally.'' 

Before the blockade began, tbe 
republic received about 18 mil- 
lion cubic metres of natural gas a 
day. 

Prospects for a breakthrough in 
the six-week impasse emerged 
after the Kremlin said it would 
accept the idea of the rebel re- 
public freezing its March 11 dec- 
laration of independence instead 
of rescinding it. 

Landsbergis welcomed the 
proposal, which was originally 
floated as a Franco-German in- 
itiative last week. 

“The suggestion to suspend the 
reinforcement of the decision on 
independence on March 11 is 
constructive and worthy of care- 
ful consideration," Landsbergis 
told Radio Vilnius. 

Lithuania also announced sus- 
pension of some publications as 
supplies of newsprint and other 
printing material dwindled. 

But the mood in the rebellious 
republic remained defiant and 
Lithuanian officials insisted there 
was no turning back on the inde- 
pendence declaration itself. 

The Lithuanian national 
symbony and the Kaunas choir 

(C ontinue d on page 4) 
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Eritrean rebels report breaking 
Ethiopian army lines near Asmara 


NAIROBI (R) — Ethiopian re- 
bels said they had smashed thro- 
ugh government front lines to 
capture the strategic town of Adi 
Kayeh, putting more pressure on 
Asmara, the capital of northern 
Eritrea province. 

Government forces have been 
fighting to break out of an en- 
clave around Asmara since the 
Eritrean People's Liberation 
Front (EPLF) rebels captured the 
Red Sea port of Massawa in 
mid-February and cut off the 
Soviet-backed government's last 
overland supply route. 


The EPLF said in a broadcast 
on their clandestine radio that 
they seized Adi Kayeh, a district 
headquarters 110 kilometres 
southeast of Asmara, 
Wednesday. 

The broadcast, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) Saturday, said 
the EPLF ‘‘annihilated’’ govern- 
ment forcese but gave no casualty 
figures. 

The rebels said they .also 
“wiped out" government troops 
around Senafe, 10 kilometres 
south of Adi Kayeb. 


On Saturday, a presidential 
advisory body in Addis Ababa 
said the EPLF had opened a new 
front in southern Eritrea with the 
help of the Tigray People’s Li- 
beration Front (TPLF). 

The EPLF, which is seeking 
the independence of Eritrea, a 
former Italian colony, and the 
TPLF, which is fighting from its 
base in Tigray province to estab- 
lish a broader-based government 
in Ethiopia, both denied Satur- 
day that TPLF troops had en- 
tered Eritrea. 


British firm in line for Iran 
aircraft contract, magazine says 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran is nego- 
tiating with a British company, 
Lucas Aerospace, for a $400 mil- 
lion contract to overhaul its milit- 
ary and civilian Boeing 747s, 
Flight International magazine re- 
ports. 

The London-based weekly-said 
in its latest edition, which will be 
on news stands Monday, that the 
U.S. and British governments 
were understood to have 
approved the deal which was ex- 
pected to be signed soon. 

The magazine reported that at 
one point in the negotiations that 
began in January an Israeli com- 
pany was involved. 

But it was dropped because 
Lucas derided it would be “politi- 
cally disastrous" if the Israeli 
involvement ever became known. 

A copy of the magazine’s re- 
port was made available to the 
Associated Press in Cyprus. 

The magazine said that linked 
to the deal, some aviation consul- 


tants “have also been seeking a 
range of military equipment" for 
Iran. 

Flight said these included U.S.- 
made Sidewinder air-to-air mis- 
siles and spare parts for Iran’s 
American- built F-4, F-5 and F-14 
jet fighters and C-130 transport 
aircraft. 

But it reported that Lucas 
Aerospace denied it was involved 
in providing military equipment 
or spares for Iran. 

The fighters were among some 
450 combat jets Iran bought be- 
fore the 1979 Islamic revolution 
that toppled the late Shah 
Mohammad Pahlavi. 

Many were grounded or be- 
came Don-operational during the 
1980-88 war with Iraq amid a 
chronic lack of spares ana weapons 
systems because of a U.S.-led 
arms embargo. 

Flight said the deal with Iran 
involves overhauling 16 Boeing 
747s and their JT9D-7 engines. 


Six of the aircraft are Boeing 
747Fs used as military transports 
by the Iranian Air Force. The rest 
are operated by Iran Air, the 
country's flag carrier, which has a 
Beet of 26 airliners. 

Tehran Radio reported last 
month that the air force's Boeings 
were being transferred to the civil 
aviation registry. 

Flight said the move was made 
“in apparent anticipation'* that 
the overhaul deal negotiated by 
the air force would be signed. 

Lucas Aerospace, based at 
Solihull in the English midlands, 
is a major contractor for the U.S. 
and British Defence Depart- 
ments. It is part of the Lucas 
Industries Engineering Group. 

Flight identified the Lucas pro- 
ject chief as Stewart Clark, a 
consultant for the company. 

“There is a possibility that we 
might get the job," Flight quoted 
Clark as saying. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 





ES Sea - 




Land Service, Inc. 


SEA - LAND SERVICE, INC. HEREBY ANNOUNCES A NEW 
DIRECT QUALITY SERVICE FROM USA EAST COAST 
PORTS TO AQABA STARTING IMMEDIATELY. 


SAILING SCHEDULE 


POltTS 

HARAZAN 1 

UK066E 

’JEUEL ALT 

UG066E 

•1UNZA1DOUN' 

UUQ02E 

'ADDUUYAH' 

U1065E 

'AL WATTY AH' 
UJ06SE 


■ ■ A . • • 

■ % V ■ 
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NEW YORK 

17-Apr 

1-May 

16-May 

20-May 

12-Jun 

1IALTIMOHE 

19-Apr 

* 3-May 

17-May 

31-May 

I4-Jun 

NORFOLK 

20-Apr 

4 -May 

18-May 

1-Jun 

16-Jun 

SAVANNAH 


6-May 

20-May 

3-Jun 

17-dan 

AQAUA 


37-May 

JO-Jun 

34-Jud 

Mai 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT: 


T. GARGOUR & FILS 




WASFI AL JAL ST. (GARDENS) - DA'SSAN CENTER 
PHONE#: 690626 / 690760 FAX: 690512 TLX: 21213 
P.O.BOX 4 19 AMMAN. CABLE TRUST. 


WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN THE PAST AND 
LOOK FORWARD TO THE SAME IN THE FUTURE. 
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Iranian 
official 
attacked 
over call 
for ties 
with U.S. 

NICOSIA (AP) — A recent arti- 
cle in an Iranian newspaper 
arguing for direct talks with the 
United States triggered an angry 
attack by a radical Iranian paper. 

The article, entitled “direct 
talks,” had appeared in Thurs- 
days edition of the Faisi-lan- 
guage evening paper, Ettelaat. 

The column by Iranian Vice 
President Ataollah Mohajerani 
Saturday argued that Iran has 
much to gain by agreeing to direct 
talks with the United States. 

But the daily Jomhuri fslami 
said Saturday that Mohajerani’s 
argument bad “stirred a filing of 
disgust among the people and the 
officials,” the official Islamic Re- 
public News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported. 

It noted that the late Ayatollah 
RuhoQah Khomeini, who found- 
ed the Islamic Republic in 1979 
by riding on a wave of anti- 
American sentiment, had 
preached against any relations 
with the United States. 

Quoting Khomeini, the paper 
said that “as long as the United 
States does not come to its 
senses, Iran will have no relations 
with it.” 

“It is mere simple-mindedness 
to expect the United States to 
come to its senses,” the paper 
added. 

The Iranian agency, monitored 
in Cyprus, also said the Islamic 
Association of Tehran University 
Students has called for a demon- 
stration Sunday to protest against 
the article. 

The association warned that it 
“will not allow anybody to trifle 
with the causes of the Islamic 
revolution,” the agency reported. 

The Ettelaat article was a bold 
step by pragmatic Iranian lead- 
ers, led by President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, to break the taboo of 
publicly arguing for resumption 
of ties with Washington. 

Rafsanjani has spoken in 
favour of normalising ties with 
the West, especially the West 
European countries. But no high- 
ranking Iranian official has yet 
argued that Tehran should re- 
establish ties with Washington. 

The Iranian president also has 
said repeatedly that Western hos- 
tages held by pro-Iranian kidnap- 
pers in Lebanon should be freed. 
Iran is believed to have played a 
key role in gaining the release of 
U.S. hostage Robet Polhfll a 
week ago. 

Mohajerani noted that the Un- 
ited States, as the most “influen- 
tial member” of the United Na- 
tions Security Council, could 
pressure Iraq into withdrawing 
troops from Iranian territory 
seized in the eight-year Golf war, 
and work toward a comprehen- 
sive peace. 

A U.N.-mediated ceasefire 
halted the bloody war on Aug. 
20, 1988, bat talks on troop with- 
drawal and exchange of prisoners 
which began five days later have 
been stalled. 

Mohajerani also said that bil- 
lions of dollars of Tehran’s assets.' 
frozen by Washington after Ira- 
nian militants stormed the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran in November 
1979 and took 52 Americans hos- 
tage, could be released through 
direct . negotiations with 
Washington. 

Washington broke off ties with 
Iran after the embassy attack and 
the I ranians have been implac- 
ably anti-American since the be- 
ginning of their revolution. 

Mohajerani added that other 
gains from direct talks could be 
the strengthening of the Iranian 
military with U.S. help and re- 
vitalisation of the economy. 


Pope concerned over closure of holy sites 

rser.xa.-js sskssssss nfM. 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope 
John Paul n said Sunday he was 
deeply concerned over tensions 
between Muslims, Jews and 
Christians in Jerusalem and 
appealed for a solution which 
would respect the tights of all 
involved. 

He was addressing pilgrims in 
St Peter’s Square following foe 
24-hour closure Friday of 
ian holy sites in Israel and the 
occupied Wefct Bank in protest at 
a Jewish settlement in the Christ- 
ian Quarter of foe Old City of 
Jerusalem. 

“The serious incidents that 
have occurred recently in the holy 
dty and that led to the sorrowful 


derision to temporarily dose holy 
articolarty foe Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, are a cause, 
also for me, of suffering and 
profound concern,” the Pope 
said. 

“Let us pray that everyone may 
have dose to their hearts the 
search for solutions inspired by 
justice and respect for each 
other’s rights.” 

He prayed for peace in Jeru- 
salem which he said was a city 
sacred to three religions. 

The Vatican has no diplomatic 
relations with Israel, it wants 
Jerusalem to be established as an 
international city sacred to 
Chris tiani ty, Islam and Judaism. 


The Holy Sepulchre, the tradi- 
tional site of the crucifixion, bu- 
rial and resurrection of Jesus, is 
Christianity’s holiest shrine. 

Its custodian bolted the doors' 
Friday in protest at the settlement 
of 150 Jews in a church-owned 
building about 100 metres away. 

The Jewish settlement infuri- 
ated Christians and Muslims who 
have protested daily outride the 
budding and dashed with police. 

Christian church leaders also 
dosed holy sites in Israel and the 
occupied West Bank, indudmg 
foe Church of the Nativity in 
Be thlehe m an the Church of the 
Annunciation in Nazareth. 
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Bulgaria to restore ties with Israel 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli officials said Sunday that Bulgaria 
would restore diplomatic relations with Israel this week, the 
fourth reformist government in East Europe to end a 23-year 
break in ties. Among Eastern European states, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland have all resumed relations with Israel 
since September. The Soviet Union and its former East Bloc 
satellites, with foe exception of Romania, severed ties during the 
1967 Middle East war. East Germany, Yugoslavia and Albania 
have yet to establish links with Israel. But East Germany said last 
week it wants relations. Foreign Minister Moshe Arens will travel 
lo Bulgaria on Wednesday and sign foe formal agreement 
Thursday, Foreign Ministry spokesman Moti Amkfaai said. Years 
of Israeli efforts to restore ties with Moscow have so far produced 
only an exchange of consular delegations but Israelis are 
encouraged by the new freedom of emigration for Soviet Jews. 

Iran executes 4 drug smugglers 

NICOSIA (R) — Four drug smugglers were hanged in the 
southern Iranian provincial capital ofZahedan, the Iranian News 
Agency IRNA said Sunday. IRNA said the four, executed 
Saturday, were found guilty of possessing more than 24 kilogram- 
mes of narcotics, mainly heroin. Iran has executed several 
thousand marcotics dealers since the 1979 Islamic revolution in a 
bid to stamp out addiction winch afflicts one million of Its citizens. 
The country, with a population of more tium 55 milli on people, 
lies on a major drug- trafficking route from Af ghanis tan and 
Pakistan to Europe. 

Floods kill 4 people in Saudi Arabia 

DAMMAM, Saudi Arabia (R) — Floods caused by torrential rain 
swept away a car with 10 people inside in Saudi Arabia, killing at 
least four of them, a Saudi daily said on Sunday. A Medina 
newspaper said two children, a woman and a man were killed. 
The other occupants survived. It gave no further details. 

‘Malta fever widespread in Iraq 1 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Malta fever, a serious bacterial disease 
transmitted to humans by domestic animals and their products, is 
widespread in Iraq and could cause severe damage to the 
country’s livestock, the government-run-Baghdad Observer daily 
said Sunday. The F.ngiish-langnage newspaper reported that an 
international conference bn the disease known in medical 
parlance as Bucellosis, ended recently with a call for urgent action 
to eradicate the disease. Humans can be infected . by drinking 
unpastemised milk and dairy predicts of poorly booked meat. 
The paper quoted an unidentified source at the conference as 
saying the disease has readied epidemic proportions in some 
areas of Iraq. An outbreak of tfye disease last summer reportedly 
killed many people in the north and forced the government to ban 
foe sale of milk products in many parts of the country. The 
authorities have not issued any figures on how many people were 
stricken by foe disease or how many died. But foe Baghdad 
Observer said a recent survey in villages near foe northern city of 
Mosul showed that 10 per cent of the population carried the virus. 

Thousands rescued from Somalia floods 

MOGADISHU (R) — Tens of thousands of people have been 
evacuated after massive flooding in normally arid southern 
Somalia, where scores of villages have been submerged or 
isolated, official and relief sources said Sunday. The official 
Somali News Agency (SONNA), quoting Agriculture Minister 
Mohamond Mohammad Ulusow, said Somalia's two main rivers, 
the Juba and Shebelle, broke their banks in more than 30 places 
after heavy rain in foe neighbouring highlands of Ethiopia. Relief 
officials fold Reuters no one had died in foe floods, foe most 
severe in recent histony, but tens of thousands of evacuees* were 
without food and shelter. The relief workers said the towns of 
Giohar, Belet Heim and Afgoi mi the ShebeUe River, where 
thousands of Ethiopian refugees live, were the worst hit. They 
said they feared water-borne diseases such as cholera could sweep 
through foe refugee population. Ulusow said that much of the 
90-kilometre road running north from the capital Mogadishu to 
Giohar had been washed away and most communications cut 

Sudan agrees to urgent Arab summit 

CAIRO (R) — Sudan’s military ruler Omar Hassan A1 Bashir has 
supported calls for an emergency Arab summit to rally support for 
Iraq and counter an influx of Soviet Jews into Israel. Bashir spoke 
to reporters after talks with FLO leader Yasser Arafat who 
stopped briefly at Khartoum Airport, Egypt’s Middle East News 
' reported from foe Sudanese capitaL Bashir, 
junta survived a coup attempt earlier this week, 
was quoted as saying the talks “covered the situation in foe 
occupied Arab territories and Israel’s oppressive actions against 
Palestinians there.” According to MENA, Arafat said: “The 
extraordinary Arab summit should take practical measures in 


light of developments in the region.” The PLO leader had mged 
Arab heads of state to meet to discuss Soviet Jewish immigration 
and ways of backing Iraq against wha t many Arabs see as a hostue 
Western campaign over its arms industry. 

12 killed In gas blast in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Twelve members of two families have been 
burned to dea th when a butane gas cylinder exploded at a 
.cemetery in a village at foe southern province of Miaya, reports m 
Sunday early editions of Cairo newspapers said. The reports sad 
the victims were malting tea while on a visit to deceased retathna 
Thursday. It said only one member of one of the families, ad 
11-year-old boy survived but was hospitalised in critical condition. 
Many Egyptians visit their dead on foe first day of religious feats 
in accordance to age-old traditions. Some prefer to spend the 
whole day at cemeteries. While there, they cook and make tea. 

Tunisian academic detained 

detameiafter criti cisiiig. T unisian President Zine AJ Abidine Ibn 
Ali, the Islamic fundamentalist paper A1 Fajr has said. The paper 
said mathematics Profe ss or Moncef Ibn Salem was detained oo 
Interior Ministry premises a week ago after publishing an article 
in tire Al geri an fundamentalist movement’s paper Ai Mounqkj 
criticising Ibn Ali. In tire article he repealed allegations chat some 
of his colleagues were tortured in custody in Tunisia. Ttudsoa 
officials have denied tire allegations. Ibn Salem was a member of 
an Islamic fundamentalist group, many of whose members were 
arrested for plotting to overthrow President Habib Bourgmba in 
November 1987. The group of 160 plotters was released without 
trial last May tty President Ibn All after he ousted Bcurgrrib*. 

Egypt backs Nigeria after coup attempt 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul Megmd 
Sunday for the West African state of Nigeria 


and its President 

last week. Abdul Meguid said his country was relieved fry 
stability in Nigeria after the failed coup attempt. Egypt is keenoo 
seeing security and national unity in that African country under 
the leadership of President Ibrahim Babangida.” Nigeria and 
Egypt, whose president, Hosni Mubarak, currently chairs tire 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU). traditionally have enjoyed 
friendly relations. The Nigerian president narrowly escaped au 
attemp t on his life last Monday when rebels attacked bis homes) 
a coup attempt that lasted more titan 10 horns. Security forces 
arrested at least 300 people, including soldiers and civilians. The 
rebels, .who took over the national radio station fhr several boras, 
accused Babangida of backing a conspiracy by northern Muslims 
to dominate the largely Christian somh. 

Soviet executives to visit Cyprus 

NICOSIA (AP) — More than 120 senior Soviet executives will 
attend a special seminar in Cyprus next month to study Weston 
business methods, tire Phflelenberos daily reproted Sunday. They 
will also investigate prospects of setting uj> joint ve n t u res with 
Greek Cypriot companies, the top-circulation newspaper said. 
The seminar is organised jointly by the Cypriot consultancy firm 
MSCO Ltd and a Soviet organisation, the paper reported. 
Phileleftberos quoted MSCO boss Marie Shiapanis as saying that 
two earlier seminars were “a great s u ccess.” He was quoted as 
saying that “there is a dear need among all tire business and state 
organisations in the Soviet Union for trained executives who wiD 
deal with foreign trade.” The Cypriot government has an 
agreement with Moscow to provide technical training and advice 
on tourism. Cyprus earns more than $800 milli on a year in foreign 
exchange from its booming tourist industry, which last year 
catered for 13 million visitors, mainly Western Europeans. 

Burst pipeline pollutes Cyprus coastline 

NICOSIA (AP) — A leak from an underwater pipeline linking an 
oil tanker to shore installations Sunday polluted more than five 
kilometres of the coastline near the coastal village of Zjggi. 
Special anti-pollution teams of the government Fisheries Depart- 
ment rush ed to t he scene, 48 kilometres south of Nicosia, in an 
effort to contain the spread of the oil slick. The operation was 
being supervised by tire ministers of commerce and natural 
resources. The spill affected tire coastline by the Vassiliko 
Industrial Estate, the site of cement and chemical factories. The 
government is anxious to prevent the slide from tourist £ 

beaches on either side of the estate which are thronged by* 
thousands of local and foreign visitors every summer. The spill 
developed a day after a ^day conference of Mediterranean 
ministers adopted an action plan designed to prevent further 
pollution of their sea and to dean up its environment by the y ea r 
2025. Spills and leakages from foe hundreds of oil tankers plying 
through the Mediterranean and the illegal cleaning of their mh 
were one of the major pollution hazards discussed during the 
conference. 
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CHURCHES 

Sl Mary at N um i Tth Church Sweifiefa 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

6327S5. 

St- Joaeph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church at tbe Ammndatim TeL 

<37440. 

Dc b SuBc Church Tel. 661757 
Termeuta Church Tel: 622366 
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77031. 
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685326. 

Ewap fl oJ Lutheran Chert* Tel: 
81)295. 

The Chinch of Jons Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817. 654932. 

WEATHER . 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be lair and winds will be 
northwesterly moderate to fresh, caus- 
ing dust at times. In Aqaba, it win be 
dusty with northerly fresh wind and 
wavy sea. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 10 / 21 

Aqaba ..., 15/30 

Deserts 10/25 

Jordan Valley 16/29 

yesterday’s high temperature*; Am- 
man 20. Aqaba 29. Humidity readings: 
Amman 39 per cent. Aqaba 20 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Joseph Imsih 770560 

Dr. Rriq Abu Zemeh t— ) 

Dr. Nabfl Al Muhtaseb 828252 

Dr. Amjad Nawwos 781806 

Kras pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Astana pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy 637660 

DUHIk 

Dr. Ahmad Abo Bakr (— ) 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Maysooa Hama (— ) 

t pharmacy 985417 

MEKGI 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Gvil Defence I mmedia te 
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Qvfl Defence Emergency 199 
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■ Rre Brigade 891228 
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Telephone Information 
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Overseas CaDs 010230 
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Abda£ Telephone Repairs 66U01 

Jordan Television 773111 

Rwfio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric P ow e r 

Company 636381 

RJ FEgfa Information OB-53200 

Queen ASalntL Airport- 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centra 81381302 
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Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Matins, J. Amman 636140 
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Shmegaai Hospital 660131 
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Queen Aba Hospital 60224050 

And Hospital -.674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarra Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

ZaflMNMfcmai Hospital .. (09)991(71 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

moot 

Princess Basna Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek CathoBc Hospital (02)272275 


Ibn Al Nafcos Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Huya Hospital (03)314111 


QUEEN ALfA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

77ris bdormabcm issoppBed by Royal 
JonohaEu (RJ) Jo/hnnatioa depart- 
ment at t be Qdccb ABa Jnteaatianaf 
Airport TcL (08)53200-5, where it 
tankf always be verified. 
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Nicosia Charter signatories 
pledge to protect environment 


' AMMAN (J. T.) -— Jordan was 
-aflWPg 17 countries witirin die 
Mediterranean basin to sign the 
: i&j«auCbarter last week, paving 
.. flje. way for greater cooperation 
among- the signatories to protect 
_ fhe environment and to fight 
'pq&ution, according to Minister 
0 f“jfomcipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment Abdul 
Karim Al P ugh mi who led Jor- 
-& jdaB> de l egation to the meeting. 

.“Hie Nicosia Charter endorsed 
JeSarations on the protection of 
the environment earlier approved 
by the Genoa and Barcelona 
meetings of 1985 and 1975, stres- 
sing the need for the protection of 
coasts, management of water and 
the proper disposal of waste and 
the protection of vegetation and 
forests,'’ said Dnghxtri in a state- 
ment upon his return to Amman 
from the April 26-28 meeting. 

The Nicosia Charter, he said, 
calls on the participating nation s 
to adopt strategies that conform 
to economic and social develop- 
ment in the Mediterranean region 
and urges them to conduct an 
. assessment of the implementation 
of na ti o n a l strategies bie nniall y. 

Jordan last year embarked on 
the implementation of a national 
environment strategy in coopera- 
tion with the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources which 
helped to provide the Kingdom 
with more than $300,000 as a 
giant from the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. 

On April 22, 1990 the Kingdom 
embarked on a Jordanian en- 
. vironment year during which 
v/oA wiO be geared towards safe- 
guarding the environment from 

pollution. 

According to Dnghmi, the 



Abdul Karim Al Dnghira 

Nicosia Charter has defined 
priorities which included special 
clauses that call on nations to 
adopt comprehensive plans for 
the disposal of industrial and tox- 
ic*waste, controlling and monitor- 
ing the general environment 
situation, monitoring the crys tal 
regions, increasing the process of 
exchange of expertise and informa- 
tion related to laws on the en- 
vironment and tr ansf er of teeb- 
nology, on environmental a ffa i r s 
and the rationalisation of energy 
resources. 

“The Nicosia Charter calls on 
the countries of the Mediterra- 
nean region to treat waste water 
in urban and coastal areas and to 
define shores that had been ex- 
posed to pollution,” the nrmktw 
said. 

He said the European Com- 
munity, the World Bank and the 
European Investment B ank have 
all pledged to provide financial 
assistance to the concerned na- 
tions, and named the year 2025 
for the implementation of nation- 
al strategies in the Mediterranean 


Muslim scholars to hold seminar 
on holy places, Israeli practices 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Dangers in- 
herent in Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion into Palestine and the role of 
media in defending Arab Jeru- 
salem will be among the main 
topes for discussion by nearly 100 
Muslim scholars who will meet in 
Amman in the first half of June. 

' • The gathering will be the first 
wer international seminar to be 
vfifcf in Jordan to deal with the 
■ af fa i r s of the holy city and to 
discuss working papers and docu- 
ments related to the history of the 
holy places, Al Aqsa Mosqne, 
Islamic Waqaf and Islamic cul- 
ture. The General Islamic Con- 
ference For Jerusalem (GICFJ), 


which is or ganising the seminar, 
said the scholars and researchers 
will also review the ongoing 
Israeli authorities’ practices 
against the Islamic Waqaf and 
holy places and Israel’s attempts 
to Judaise the Arab city. 

Papers dealing with Zionist fal- 
lacies concerning the ancient sec-' 
tor of the city, excavations under 
the holy Aqsa Mosque and the 
Dome of the Rock, ways to con- 
front Zionist settlements in Jeru- 
salem «nd the dangerous effects of 
occupation on the city’s social, 
cultural and economic life will be 
thoroughly reviewed during the 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

King receives congratulatory cables 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sandy received 
con g ratulatory cables from several head of states congratulating 
him on the occasion of ‘Eid Al FItr, and wishing him continued 
good health and happiness and the Jordanian people farther 
progress and prosperity. The cables came from the Saudi monarch 
King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz Al Saud, U.S. President George Bush 
and FSrppino President Corazon Aquino.. The King also received 
a congratulatory cable from the Saudi Crown Prince and the first 
r ‘ deputy premier Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz. * 

Abu Taleb meets Norwegian minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Armed Forces Chief of Staff General 
Fathi Abu Taleb Sunday received at his office the visiting 
Norwegian Defence Minister Pierre Simons and the accompany- 
ing delegation. Abu Taleb and Simons reviewed the situations m 
the region and scopes of bilateral cooperation, m addition to 
issues of mutual interest. The meeting was also attended by tbe 
assistant to the chief of staff for administration. 

Mayors of Arab cities hold meetings^ 

' CAIRO (Petra) — Greater Amman Mayor Ali Subeimat arrives 
■- hereTuesday to take part in the 14th meeting ^of O^aniMtion 

of Arab G ties and Capitals, due to be held 
Wednesday. Mayors of Arab cities and capitals will discuss during 
the three-dav meetings means of enhancing 
coordination amongtheir cities and capitals, in a tad to highlight 
tbe Islamic features of these cities. 

Jordan, Egypt to boost cooperation 

CAIRO fPetral — Minister of Industry and Trade Ziyad Farizis 
' Thursday on a several day visit to Egypt and Urn Utes 

with Dr. Maurice Makramaliah, Egyptian minister ‘^tornation- 
al coooeration. Fariz, who will be accompanied by an official 
f to discos* the work of tbe jo^t JordMi^ 

Egyptian holchngSjmpany which carries 
Eevmand Joidsrn. In addition, Fanz will hold talks with otter 
■ dealing with economic and trade cooperation 

between Jordan and Egypt. 

Play highlights Palestinians fate 

a^Tl XlTcn from Amman National School. 

Parley on Mediterranean fever ends 

Mattes, in a bid participants recomnnided 

Si Information exchange 

tea 1 “ss-s resrsissvt 


three-day meetings, according to 
the Amman-based GICFJ. 

The Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islami c Affairs, which is co-spon- 
soring the meeting, said the parti- 
cipants would discuss the historic 
dimension of the city as an Arab 
and Islamic holy centre, its estab- 
lishment and historic develop- 
ment. 

Furthermore, it said the meet- 
ing aims to orient the Arab and 
Islamic public on the im po rta nce 
of the holy places for Arabs and 
Muslims and to keep its memory 
alive in the minds and consdeoce 
of tbe world community. 

IMafraq, 
North Shuneh 
to hold 
municipal 

elections 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 25 
people are running for the 10- 
member Mafraq municipal coun- 
cil, which wfil be elected Thurs- 
day, according to a report in Sawt 
Al Sbaab Arabic daily. 

The report said 12 r 227 eligible 
voters would cast their votes at 
five polling centres, three of 
which are for women. Ten of the 
contestants belong to two blocks, 
namely the National Reform Bloc 
and the Work and Cooperation 
Bloc, while the remaining five are 
independent candidates. 

To facilitate the election pro- 
cess, Mafraq govemorate has 
taken all the necessary measures 
and has provided 22 polling 
boxes, indndmg 12 beams for- 
women and appointed 11 com- 
mittees for sorting votes. 

The National Reform Bloc 
pledged to work towards serving 
the best interests of the citizens 
any discrimination, taking into 
account the economic circumst- 
ances tiie country is currently 
passing t hr o u gh. 

Tbe bloc also said it would 
open new streets, find solutions 
to health and sanitation prob- 
lems, set up a new slaughter 
house, continue work on the 
sewerage project, support the 
youth and sports activities and 
provide support to women's acti- 
vities. 

The Work and Cooperation 
Bloc said it would work on the 
second and third phases of the 
sports complex, provide financial 
and moral support for tire youth 
sector, set up a modern library 
and attract investors to set up 
projects in the govemorate. 

The bloc also pledged to con- 
struct streets, pavements and 
embankme nts fra villages and 
towns lacking such things. 

In North Shuneh in the north 
Jordan Valley district, 21 citizens 
are vying for the seven-member 
mimicmal coundl, which wfll be 
elected Saturday, according to 
the Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra. 

A total of 5,235 voters will cast 
their voces through 10 polling 
boxes distributed between two 
polling centres. 


King Fahd emphasises 
strong ties with Jordan 


basin for protection of environ- 
ment. 

An earlier report from Nicosia 
said that the World Bank and tbe 
European Investment Bank 
would together provide $1.49 bil- 
lion to assist the littoral states’ 
effort within the framework of 
the Nicosia Charter. 

Part of the assistance will go 
toward the estab lishme nt of sew- 
age facilities for 25 major 
Mediterranean coastal cities as 
called for by die charter. 

The littoral states themselves 
have undertaken to provide such 
facilities for 75 otter smaller 
coastal towns. 

Hie charter also called for the 
creation of at least 25 controlled 
deposit, sites to deal with toxic 
and dangerous wastes by Janaary 
1993, according to the report. It 
added that a consesnsns had been 
achieved on the necessity to 
mobilise all available resources in 
order to achieve by the year 2025 
at the latest, a dear Mediterra- 
nean environment compatible 
with sustainable development. 

Tbe European Community, 
which organised the three-day 
conference, said it would do ev- 
erything in its power for tbe 
implementation of tbe Nicosia 
Charter. 

Dughmi was among eight 
ministers leading their delega- 
tions- to the three-day meeting 
which endorsed an agreement to 
promote cooperation with the 
European countries and to adopt a 
unified position at the 1993 en- 
vironment conference to be held 
in Brazil. 

Representatives from the Un- 
ited Nations Environment Prog- 
ramme were among tire delegates 
attending the meeting in Cyprus. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
Ring Hussein Sunday received a 
cable from King Fahd Ben Abdul 
Aziz of Saudi Arabia in reply to 
one he had sent the Saudi 
monarch upon the end of his visit 
to Saudi Arabia during winch he 
bad performed the Omra (the 
lesser .pilgrimage). 

Id ins reply cable, the Saudi 
monarch said he was delighted to 
have received King Hussein and 
his delegation in Saudi Arabia 
and the holy {daces and was 
pleased to have bad meetings to 
discuss brotherly ties and issues’ 


Party official slams 
U.S. Congress’ stand 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior 
member of the Jordanian Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party (JPDP) 
issued a statement here Sunday 
denouncing the U.S. Congress's 
endorsement of Israel’s annexa- 
tion of Jerusalem, malting it the 
united capital of Israel. 

Bassam Haddadin, who is also 
member of the Lower House of 
Parliament, said in a press state- 
ment distributed in Amman that 
the Congress’s decision was a 
flagrant aggression on the Arab 
Palestinian people’s rights and 
international legitimacy. 

“The Congress's derision ex- 
poses United States' false claims 
that it upholds the causes of 
democracy, peace and feedom,” 
said Haddadin. 

He expressed confidence that 
the uprising of the Palestinian 
people in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories will be maintained with 
greater determination to achieve 


liberation of the Pales tinian lan d 

and the establishment of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

He said the fate of Jerusalem 
would not be decided by the 
Congress but rather by the strug- 
gle of the Palestinian people. 

In his statement, Haddadin 
appealed to world parliaments 
and peace-loving nations to con- 
demn the American decision as a 
hostile action directed against the 
rights of the Palestinian people. 

Members of the JPDP, includ- 
ing Haddadin, were received in 
audience by His Majesty King 
Hussein last week for discussions 
on the influx of Soviet Jews to 
Israel and the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Tbe group, which met the King 
included also Hani Hourani, 
Salem Nahhas, Sameh Khalil, 
Abha Abu Ulla, Majda Al Masri 
Ahmad Yousef and Ali Amer. 


Study focuses on Arab 
cooperation in labour 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A study on 
scopes of cooperation and coor- 
diantrion between Arab countries 
in the field of labour was con- 
ducted by Ministry of Labour 
Secretary-General Saleh Al Kha- 
sawneh, according to a report 
published Sunday in Al Dustour 
Aabic daily. 

The report said the study aims 
at finding scopes of cooperation 
between Arab states which ex- 
port and import labour in order 
to rationalise and facilitate tbe 
transfer of the labour force be- 
tween Arab and foreign countries 


and utilise it in the best possible 
manner. 

Tbe study deals with several 
related topes such as labour mar- 
kets in the Arab countries, the 
Arab labour immigration, labour 
policies in Arab countries and the 
legal framework for Arab coop- 
eration, according to the report. 

Khasawneh also dwelt on the 
economic and social aspects and 
variables which affect the volume 
and tendencies of employment 
and which call for more coopera- 
tion between countries in the 
region, the report added. 


Ministry of Planning draws out 
socio-economic development plan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The main 
features of toe next natural socio- 
economic development plan were 
the subject of discussion at va- 
rious meetings held recently at 
toe Ministry of Planning, accord- 
ing to ministry sources. 

The sources said that a special 
committee, comprising ministry 
officials had been formed to study 
the working papers and prepare 
proposals for toe best methods of 
drawing up tbe plan. 

The committee also discussed 
the optimal methodology for pre- 
paring toe plan and means of 
implementing it and toe ideal 
format for preparing toe plan. 


including toe input of both tbe 
public and private sectors in the 
preparation process. 

It also discussed tbe technical 
and administrative requirements 
for producing the plan document 
and capitalising on the advanced 
expertise in formulating econo- 
mic, financial, monetary and 
commercial policies. 

Tbe sources added that toe 
discussions also dealt with toe 
participation of experts from toe 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) in toe technical prepara- 
tion for toe plan, in implementa- 
tion of toe agreements already 
concluded among the ACC mem- 
ber states. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe 
listed time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


■fr Children play in Arabic entitled “Al Shahed” (The 
Witness) at the Royal Cultural Centre — 4:00 p.m. 


SEASON 
IN THE 

SUN! 


Wm have prepared a special 
package for your summer 
enjoyment. 

In a beautifu l setting the 
spacious swimming pool, 
children's pool, 2 tennis 
courts and a health dub 
await your membership. 
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of concern to tbe Arab and Isla- 
mic World. 

“I am pleased to emphasise 
Saudi Arabia’s deep affection to 
the Jordanian monarch, govern- 
ment and people and hope that 
the Hashemite Kingdom will 
achieve further development and 
progress.” said King Fahd in his 
cable. 

The Santo Monarch also ex- 
pressed his good wishes on Eid Al 
Fitr, voicing his hope that the 
Kingdom will pursue further 
efforts towards progress under 
King Hussein's wise leadership. 


Union to include 
Jordanian youth 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special 10 ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The preparatory 
committee of the Jordan 
Democratic Youth Union 
(JDYU) announced Sunday 
that the union will apply for 
legal registration this summer 
and open its doors for mem- 
bership to all Jordanian youth 
regardless of background and/ 
or political and cultural trends. 
The announcement came after 
three months of intense meet- 
ings and negotiations between 
different committees preparing 
-similar unions for toe youth 
who came to an agreement to 
join forces into establishing 
one union. 

At a press conference held at 
Amman deputy Mansour 
Murad's office, members of 
toe preparatory committee ex- 
pressed toe need for such a 
union that would include all 
young Jordanians with diffe- 
rent political trends and inde- 
pendents that would work to- 
wards tackling and solving 
problems concerning tbe 
young in toe Kingdom. 

In a statement released by 
Murad — whose efforts were 
acclaimed by members of tbe 
preparatory committee as 
being successful in uniting toe 
different committees in form- 
ing a single union — be said 
that toe achievement of form- 
ing one union was important in 
representing “toe ambitions 
and problems of toe youth in 
our country.” 

“Only through representing 
all sectors of toe yontocan we 
build, deepen and protect 
democracy and achieve nation- 
al unity," Murad said. 

“The union is a (financially) 
independent body and belongs 
to no political party. It does 
not have a political structure 
but a political basis which is toe 
continuation and development 
of democracy and public free- 
doms, and is against all forms 
of sectariamsim and regional- 
ism," explained Moh amma d 


Omran, a member of the pre-* 
paratory committee. 

The establishment of such a 
union is seen as a precedent for 
other institutions and organisa- 
tions to unite their efforts in 
serving the Jordanian people. 

“With the openness in toe 
country, we hope that this un- 
ion is a beginnig for other 
organisations to become more 
public and united to include all 
sectors of society, to achieve 
more development for every- 
one,” Nizar Kayed. a member 
of toe preparatory committee, 
told reporters. 

Sa'ud Qubailat. Khalid 
Kbader, Nahed Hattar, Kayed 
and Omran, all members of toe 
preparatory committee, said 
that toe union aims at defend- 
ing toe rights and freedoms of 
al! young Jordanians. 

According to Qubailat, a 
similar union was established 
in 1974 under the same name, 
(in which he was the president* 
of toe executive committee) 
and was recognised by the 
Arab Youth Union (A YU) 
and toe Prague-based Interna- 
tional Democratic Youth Un- 
ion (ID YU). But the previous 
union was recently dissolved to 
enable toe formation of toe 
new JDYU, which would still 
remain a member of both the 
Arab and international unions 
because of its name. 

According to toe internal 
policy of toe union, toe orga- 
nisation aims at defending the 
youth's economic, social, 
cultural and political rights and 
providing opportunities to use 
their ability and talent. Tbe 
union, described by the orga- 
nisers as a “popular, national- 
ist democratic youth organisa- 
tion," will also include parti- 
cipation in sports and cultural 
and social activities “in serving 
what is beneficial for the 
.young.” 

Through minimum annual 
membership fees (JD. 3) and 
donations, the JDYU intends 
to issue specialised publica- 
tions, including a regular 


magazine, and concentrate on 
research aiming at solving tbe 
problems of the youth and 
developing the national cul- 
ture. 

The union will open its doors 
to all Jordanians between the 
age of 18 and 40 after its 
conference of establishment, 
scheduled in toe summer. The 
members of the preparatory 
committee plan on opening 
branches in every city in the 
world where there are more 
than 30 Jordanian youth re- 
siding. 

The other objectives of the 
union are: 

— To follow up on toe situa- 
tion of Jordanians abroad and 
deepen their ties to Jordan by 
listening to their problems and 
following their activities within 
the branches. 

— To coordinate with popular, 
professional and official sec- 
tors to develop the “positive 
morals” of the youth and to 
increase their commitment to 
the issues of the people and 
nation. 

— To work toward solving the 
problems facing the youth, 
particularly unemployment, le- 
isure, education, marriage. 

— To work towards develop- 
ing a “national education poli- 
cy and to provide just opportu- 
nities for all youth to receive a 
fell education and solve the 
problems facing students dur- 
ing all phases of education.” 

— To develop the participation 
of women in toe economic, 
social, political and cultural 
life, and abolish all forms of 
discrimination against them. 

— “To face the dangers of 
Zionism/imperialism against 
Jordan and the Arab Nation.” 

— To support the Palestinians 
and toe Palestinian uprising in 
toe occupied territories until 
toe liberation of toe land, “toe 
right of return, self-determina- 
tion. and the establishment of 
an independent state on their 
national soil under toe lead- 
ership of toe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 


Influx of tourists 
reported over Eid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Tourism reported an influx of 
tourists from Jordan and other 
Arab and Islamic countries at 
Jordan's tourist and archaeologic- 
al sites daring toe past week when 
toe Kingdom observed a holiday 
marking Eid Al Fitr and toe end 
of the holy month of Ramadan. 

A report by toe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra quoted Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Karim Al Kabar- 
iti as saying that the tourist facili- 
ties were full to capacity during 


toe holiday and could not cope 
with toe increasing number of 
^vacationers especially in Aqaba 
and toe Nabatean City of Petra in 
southern Jordan. 

Kabariti told Petra toe hotels at 
toe two particular sites were 
booked until toe end of June. 

“Tourists visiting toe Kingdom 
during toe first quarter of 1990 
increased by 41 per cent over 
those coming to toe Kingdom 
during the same period of 1989," 
Kabariti said. He attributed this 


development to toe unproved and 
developed tourist facilities in 
Jordan. 

Kabariti said the Jordan Ex- 
press Tourist and Transport 
Company (JETT) operated 130 
air-conditioned buses to cope 
with the huge number of people 
wishing to travel to toe various 
tourist sites during toe Eid Al Frtr 
holiday. 

Last year, toe minister said, 
Jordan's overall income from 
tourism stood at JD 310 million. 
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Tim© is being lost 


MORE than five weeks were wasted when Israeli Labour 
Party leader Shimon Peres tried to form a government. Now 
it is LEkud leader Yitzhak Shamir’s torn to waste more time 
trying to form a coalition. Meanwhile, the momentqm for 
peace in the Middle East has been effectively lost. There is 
hardly a word being ottered these days about the Baker 
formula for peace between Israel and the Palestinians, and 
before not too long it too will be unceremoniously damped 
like all the other previous attempts to make peace in the 
Middle East Of course, the massive Jewish immigration to 
Israel will continue unabated in spite of the vociferous Arab 
rhetoric, albeit in a more quiet way than before. And when 
Iraq made a legitimate response io the new dangers and 
challenges facing the Arab World, all hell broke loose and 
finry was nulamlM against it by the Weston World. 
Against all this, the Arab peoples must be at a loss to 
comprehend why all this official Arab hesitation to convene 
an Arab summit except to conclude that they wish to avoid 
standing up to these dangers and challenges. More than ever 
it is imperative now for the Arab leaders to get together and 
hold their much anticipated summit. It is inconceivable that 
the Arab leaders are waiting for Israeli rockets and nuclear 
bombs to fall over their heads before they make their 
collective move. Surely, it is dear to them that that peace 
process has been dealt a death blow for as long as one can 
see and the derailment of negotiations between Israel and 
the Arab side could sooner or later invite war and 
destruction to the region on a scale hitherto unknown to any 
of cs. There must foe something that the Arab countries can 
do to salvage the situation from utter despair and conflagra- 
tion. The least that they can do in this vein is to sit down 
together and decide on something useful and effective for 
their countries and peoples. 


&>RESS EDITORIALS 


AL Ra’i daily on Sunday commented on the U.S. administration's 
display of hostility towards the Arabs in general and the 
Palestinians in particular. The paper said that following the U.S. 
Congress's endorsement of Israel's annexation of the city of 
Jerusalem, the Bush administration has now threatened to cut off - 
all its contributions to the World Health Organisation, should the 
organisation admit the PLO to its membership. Both actions are 
part of a long series of American practices that clearly display the 
United States hatred to the Palestinian people, and both moves 
serve as pari of the U.S. administration's encouragement for 
Israel to escalate its criminal actions in the occupied Arab lands, 
said the paper. There is no doubt that this kind of encouragement 
can result in further bloodshed, and Israeli killing of innocent 
people as happened on the first day of Eid AT Fitr in the Gaza 
Strip, the paper added. The paper expressed the view that not 
only did the U.S. administration show its determination to 
impede the peace process, but it also proved beyond any doubt 
that it is an accomplice to aggression against the Arabs and the 
Palestinians in such a manner that can only endanger world peace. 
The Arabs, said the paper, should give up any lingering hopes of 
any prospects for the United States to follow the path of justice iu 
their region, and should be brave enough to develop their own 
intrinsic force, and together confront the danger represented in 
the U.S.-Lsraeli alliance and aggression on the Arab Nation. 


A1 Dusicur daily on Sunday discussed Israel's expansionist 
policies in the occupied Arab territories and said that, encouraged 
by the United States, the Zionists are now consolidating their 
hold on Palestine and increasing their criminal actions against the 
Arab population. The paper noted in particular Israel's killing of 
demonstrators in Gaza last Thursday as the Palestinians were 
celebrating Eid A1 Fitr. It said that the killing and the continued 
repression prove to the world the dimension of the crime being 
committed against the Arab people in Palestine, and show that 
Israel was determined to go ahead with plans to step up repression 
and increase il$ massacring of the Palestinians. What happened in 
the Palestinian camp of Jabalia last Thursday, the paper said, is 
part of a series of massacres committed by the Israelis over the 
past three years of the uprising, but it bore an indication that the 
coming months will witness further bloodshed, as Israel seems to 
be determined to confront the uprising by all means under its 
disposal. 


Sawt A] Shaab daily discussed Washington's blackmail exercised 
against the United Nations, referring in ‘particular to its latest 
threat of cutting off all U-S- contributions to the World Health 
Organisation should the latter admit the PLO as member. The 
paper noted that this was not the first time that Washington 
resorts to such actions in its dealings with countries of the Third 
World. The United Slates had pulled out from UNESCO after 
foiling to impose its will on that organisation, and after the 
international community stopped Washington from meddling in 
UNESCO affairs, the paper noted. It said that the U.S. position 
vis a vis the PLO. although the latter had accepted all conditions 
for peace, proves that Washington is not oriented towards peace 
in any form or manner. Furthermore this latest U.S. attitude 
proves that Washington is indifferent to its own interests in the 
Arab World and docs not give any regard to Arab feelings. 
Therefore, the paper said, the Arabs have no other alternative 
but to take a united stand regarding the American position and 
put an end to Washington's hegemony over the world organisa- 
tions, and also end all U.S. harmful actions against Arab 
interests. 


By HRH Crown Prince Hassan 

Trie following article is reprinted in full from the April 
2B-29 issue of the International Herald Tribune 


AMMAN — -An unpre- 
cedented opportunity exists for 
Israel to arrive at accommoda- 
tion with its neighbours and to 
tackle the festering issues that 
have haunted our region for 
generations. Jordan, like other 
fair-minded Arab states, 
stands ready to seize the 
opportunity in a spirit of coop- 
eration and goodwill. 

As we enter the 1990s, the 
longstanding problems con- 
cerning Palestine, the occupied 
territories, Lebanon, the Gulf 
and economic development in 
tiie area seem nowhere near 
solution. Procedural matters 
seem to be an obsession with 
regional officials. The Middle 
East situation has become a 
surrealistic minuet. 

Meanwhile, the opportunity 
for a genuinely lasting peace 
diminishes, and recedes, daily. 

An expanding fundamental- 
ist Islamic movement, influen- 
tial in Muslim societies from 
Southeast Asia to North Afri- 
ca, may become active in the 
Palestinian uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza. Unless 
peace prevails, there will be a 
different kind of war to con- 
tend with. It will be a war not 
between nation-states but one 
waged against the nation-state, 
a war of attrition that aims to . 
reduce national entities to their 
components. 

And the only triumphant re- 
sidue of such a war would be 
political and religious fun- 
damentalism — Islamic, 
Christian and Jewish. The 
fanatical war. if unchecked, 
could extend from Cairo to 
Islamabad and beyond, bring- 
ing the ethnic Lebanonisation 
of our region. Make no mis- 
take: The threat is real. 

Jordan believes that for the 
peace process to succeed, both 
Israel and the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation must offer 
practical options to their peo- 
ples. Jordan is committed to a 
comprehensive, just and last- 
ing settlement of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. The most 
appropriate vehicle for achiev- 
ing this is an international con- 
ference under United Nations 
auspices. 


We cannot afford to wait. 
The Arabs and Israelis must be 
induced to talk, and talk now. 

The Arab-Israeh' conflict has 
inflicted heavy demographic 
and economic burdens on Jor- 
dan. We have also incurred 
financial burdens in our efforts 
to stabilise the situation in the 
Gulf. Our goal has been to 
check Iran’s quest for hege- 
mony over the region and its vit- 
al resources, and to contain the 
rise of religious fanaticism. 
The formulation of moderate 
policies and practical 
approaches, based on an Arab 
consensus, has long been a 
Jordanian national objective. 
Today, with few signs that the 
endemic problems of the re- 
gion are moving towards an 
equitable solution, the “Jorda- 
nian agenda" has become a cry 
of conscience. 

In the belief that a drastic 
jolt was needed to make the 
peace process viable again. 
King Hussein embarked in July 
1988 on a fresh course to renew 
Palestinian responsibility for 
the liberation of its own home- 
land by severing a dminis trative 
and legal links with the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank. That de- 
cision served to define an iden- 
tity for Palestinians distinct 
from Jordan or any other Arab 
country, and positioned them 
to conduct international nego- 
tiations to secure Palestinian 
national rights. 

Regrettably, Israel has not 
joined in the spirit of accom- 
modation. Instead, it has 
chosen to shift attention from 
the critical issue of peace — 
this time, to gather all its re- 
sources to welcome a new 
wave of emigration from the 
Soviet Union. This emigration 
provides a powerful case for 
Israeli expansionists to keep 
the occupied territories as a 
home for the new arrivals. The 
result is a threat to all peace 
initiatives. 

Peace in the Middle East wifi 
remain elusive as long as Israel 
denies the existence of the 
principal aggrieved party in the 
dispute — the Palestinian peo- 
ple. Successive Israeli prime 
ministers have tried to deal 


with the Palestine question 
through third parties. For 
several years Israel toyed with 
the "Jordanian option,’’ and 
currently it appears to have 
appointed Egypt as surrogate. 

But it is neither Jordan's nor 
Egypt’s responsibility to par- 
ticipate in this subterfuge. Nor 
should they, since it would 
signify their acquiescence to 
the denial of the Palestinians’ 
fun dame ntal right to national 
self-determination. 

Peace presumes that the 
other party attempt a compara- 
ble transformation of attitudes, 
values and outlook. That is not 
the case here. Israel, under 
Yitzhak Shamir, is intent on 
squandering its opportunity, 
by refusing to accept the ex- 
change of land for peace — the 
only acceptable basis for a just 
and lasting settlement — as 
embodied in U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 
338, which call for a withdraw- 
al by foreign forces from the 
occupied territories, and which 
also implicitly recognise the 
existence of Israel as a 
sovereign state. 

Confronted by growing 
Palestinian moderation, Israel 
has been engaged in an energe- 
tic attempt to frustrate Mr. 
Sh amir 's own proposal for 
elections in the occupied terri- 
tories. But as Israel continues 
to deny the right of the PLO to 
represent the Palestinian peo- 
ple, the real purpose of the 
Israeli “elections” becomes 
dear, to drive a wedge be- 
tween the Palestinian people in 
the occupied territories and 
their recognised leaders in the 
PLO. 

The end of traditional Cold 
War confrontation has altered 
the strategic importance of the 
Middle East. While the super- 
powers must assume greater 
responsibility in expediting die 
peace process, Jordan has also 
advocated the concept of grea- 
ter regional and interregional 
economic cooperation. Such 
cooperation would provide 
political stability and enhance 
the peace constituency in the 
Arab World. 

Potential building blocks for 
this wider cooperation are 
evolving in the grouping of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council, or 
GCC, and the Maghreb states. 
The oil resources and revenues 
of GCC members continue to 


be a major factor in tbe econo- 
mic growth of tbe region. 

Another building block for 
wider political and economic 
cooperation is a relatively new 
grouping known as tbe Arab 
Cooperation Council, or ACC, 
which consists of - Jordan, 
Egypt, Iraq and North Yemen. 
Our idea is to think in practical 
terms about common con- 
cerns, such as water, energy, 
transportation and telecom- 
nmni cations. After all, Israelis 
and Arabs share a common 
geography »nd a common his- - 
tory. 

The development of a soph- 
isticated long-term strategy is 
required. The Palestine ques- 
tion is susceptible to comprom- 
ise. I believe that it is possible 
to accommodate both the poli- 
tical requirements of the 
Palestinians and the resettle- 
ment of Soviet Jews.* 

Tbe United States, tbe 
Soviet Union, Europe and the 
parties concerned in the dis- 
pute must work in concert to 
generate momentum for 
peace. 

Since the Israeli settlements 
in the occupied territories 
violate international law, the 
United States and European 
nations should predicate their 
subsidisation of the immigra- 
tion and resettlement of Soviet 
Jews on Israel’s freezing all 
settlement activity in the occu- 
pied territories. They can do 
much to ameliorate this diffi- 
cult situation by increasing 
animal qnotas for Soviet Jews 
to settle in their own countries. 

For our pan, Jordan renews 
its call for an Arab summit 
meeting to formulate a peace 
strategy that would safeguard 
the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinians and the security 
and stability of the Arab re- 
gional order. We also call for 
intensified consultations both 
bilaterally and among regional 
organisations. 

And Jordan wishes to renew 
its call for an international 
peace conference under tbe 
auspices *>f the U.N. Security 
Council. Such a conference 
will be an appropriate forum to 
deal with the problem once 
other methods have been ex- 
hausted. We hold out both a 
challenge and an olive branch 
to tbe Israelis. Wifi they seize 
the opportunity for a lasting 
peace? 


JORDAN TIMES, 


- % _ 

Weekly Political Pulse 

Building on 
solid ground 

By Waleed Sadi 


WITH the advent of democra- 
cy in the four Arab countries 
that comprise the Arab Coop- 
eration Council, there is an 
increasing call on the political 
parties in these countries to 
play their natural and logical 
roles in realising the kina of 
cohesion and unity among 
their countries. This assess- 
ment stems from the growing 
awareness that no genuine uni- 
ty between these four states 
can ever occur by decisions 
from the top only. Grassroot 
involvement and support are 
basic features of any real effort 
to unite peoples and countries 
everywhere . and the ACC 
countries are no different. This 
phenomenon has been borne 
out by many historical piece-’ 
dents both ancient and con- 
temporary. When rather than 
if the Arab leaders of Iraq, 
Egypt, Yemen and Jordan 
would involve their democratic 
processes in achieving the 
much talked about coordina- 
tion, cooperation and eventual 
unity among them must be 
uppermost on the minds of 
these leaders and their respec- 
tive peoples. 

To be sure there are already 
embryonic political parties in 
practically all the four Arab 
countries that make up the 
ACC. In Jordan, major strides 
have been made on tbe road to 
greater democracy including 
the creation of political parties. 
The proposed national charter 
in Jordan is anticipated to spell 
out the terms of reference for 
Jordanian political parties that 
are projected to be created in 
the country. Egypt and Jordan 
already share common political 
parties that found expression 
in tbe Islamist movement. Iraq 
and Jordan also share common 
political parties that found ex- 
pression in the Iraqi branch of 
Baath party. To be sure more 
parties are expected to be 
.created in all the four Arab 
states. This is the time then to 
coordinate policy guidelines 


among the four Arab countries 
on political parties with a view 
to harmonising their policies 
on common and shared politic- 
al parties. This is the w«\ of 
.modem states and this » the 
only effective route to take and 
adopt if the ongoing efforts io- 
unity the four Arab countries 
in question C3n be taken 
seriously. Most recently the 
two German states have re- 
sorted to measures to unify 
themselves by way of unifying 
some of their respective poli- 
tical parties. The German ex- 
ample can serve as a viable 
model for achieving Arab uni- 
fication since in boih situations 
the peoples involved arc re- 
spectively the same. 

The best way to go about 
realising this desired end is to 
have the respective parlia- 
ments of the respective Arab 
countries take the initiative in 
this endeavour. More channels 
of communications need to be 
affected between them as a 
prelude to greater harmony 
and coordination. Joint ses- 
sions of the four Arab coun- 
tries' parliaments can also go a 
long way to achieving greater 
cooperation and coordination. 
The next step could take the 
form of inter-Arab political 
parties meetings to adopt com- 
mon strategies and common 
guidelines, fn tilts vein an ACC 
political party can be created 
with a view to concentrating on 
ACC issues and objectives. 
Such an all-out Arab party 
would have chapters in all the 
four Arab countries. Yet the 
principal concern in any and all 
such political parties is the 
assurances that they enjoy 
grassroot support and are cre- 
ated by the peoples of the four 
countries and for their peoples. 
This route would offer the sure 
way for realising a truly united 
ACC from top down and from 
down'up as w ell. Anything less 
than -drat would Simply be like 
budding castles in the sand. 


Gorbachev cites Arab rights 
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Moscow, Vilnius edge towards compromise 


(Continued from page 1) 
were set to give an outdoor per- 
formance Sunday evening of 
Beethoven's ninth symphony. 

Landsbergis, a music profes- 
sor, has adopted the piece as an 
unofficial anthem for the inde- 
pendence drive. The concert was 
organised after be said he wanted 
to send it to governments around 
the world as an appeal. 

“Beethoven’s symphony repre- 
sents hope and freedom' and vic- 
tory," said a spokeswoman for 
the Lithuanian parliament's in- 
formation bureau. 

Cyclists also prepared to stage 
a mass ride to tbe parliament 
building to show their resolve in 
the face of the Kremlin's block- 
ade of energy supplies which has 
left motorists stranded and forced 
lay-offs at many factories. 

A joint proposal from French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
and West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl Thursday urged 
Lithuania to suspend its laws 


backing the independence bid. 

Gorbacahev’s spokesman said 
Saturday that Moscow did not 
insist on Lithuania rescinding its 
declaration and suggested that a 
freeze could pave the way for 
talks. 

“The centre, Moscow, the 
president, does not insist on res- 
cinding, denouncing tbe declara- 
tion of independence. What 
should take place is that they 
should not insist on its imple- 
mentation,” spokesman Arkady 
Maslennikov said. 

Gorbachev and other senior 
Soviet officials had previously in- 
sisted that the dock had to be 
turned back to the day before the 
dedaration. 

Moscow is particularly alarmed 
about three laws passed after 
March 11. They would exempt 
Lithuanians from Soviet conscrip- 
tion, prepare to introduce identi- 
ty cards and take over property 
claimed by the small pro-Moscow 


Communist Party. 

It is apparently these measures, 
not the declaration itself, which 
Moscow wants suspended. 

The sanctions have crippled 
muuch of Lithuania’s economy, 
sending shock waves through tbe 
other Baltic republics and the 
surrounding region. 

Latvia has suspended petrol 
sales to private cam and Estonia, 
which has approved its own step- 

Mutfn’Jeff 


by-step drive to independence, 
has vowed not to honour the 
Kremlin's transport blockade. 

The embargo has also 
threatened to disrupt East-West 
ties, just over a month before tbe 
superpower summit in 
Washington. 

In Latvia, voters in 17 districts 
were due to go to the polls to fill 
the last seats in the new parlia- 
ment. 


Assad felt that the stand of the 
current U.S. administration was 
“even worse” than that of tbe 
former Reagan administration. 
“As a result, there is still ho 
stimulus for the Israeli leadership 
to seek a real way out of the blind 
alley and it is behaving aggres- 
sively and in a challenging 
fashion,” the agency said. 

The TASS report on tbe talks 
said the two presidents also dis- 
cussed cooperation in the mod- 


ernisation of the Syrian Armed 
Forces — largely supplied for 
Soviet weaponry. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, in a sepa- 
rate meeting with his Syrian 
counterpart Farouq A! Sharaa, 
said Israel had not matched the 
good will shown by Arab states, 

Assad turned from Moscow 
Sunday and an official Syrian 
statement called the visit a suc- 
cess and said the topics included 
Soviet help to modernise the Sy- 
rian Armed Forces. 
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Malta disease: a misnomer 


To the Editor 

AS a Maltese presently living in Amman, I feel it is my duty to 
point out the inaccuracy in the use of the term Malta disease in the 
heading “Madaba warns of Malta disease” in your column 
national news in brief and in the subsequent paragraph, published 
in the Jordan Times on Tuesday April 24. 

Malta disease is the obsolete name for brucellosis, also known 
as undulant or abortus fever. This infection is usually spread to 
man by the drinking of raw milk from infected cattle, goats or 
sheep. The choice of a suitable name for this disease proved to be 
a difficult and controversial question. 

The Maltese government and the Maltese medical profession 
have long been making representations against this misnomer, as 
it is most unfair to burden Malta with the responsibility of a fever 
also found in many countries bordering the Mediterranean, as 
well as in America and the Far East. 

The name undulant fever was. proposed in 1897^ and subse- 
quently adopted for this disease by the International Congress of 
Media ne held in London in 1913. The term brucellosis, first 
suggested by Dubois in 1920, started to replace the old labels of 
the disease in the last thirty years. Hence my utter surprise at 
seeing this misnomer in your paper. I hope that my explanation 
will quell any misconception that your title may have given to 
your readers. 

Joseph Busuttil 
P.O. Box: 661, 
Tla *A1 All, 
Amman. 
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New partnership on environment 


By Phiffippa Neave 

WASHINGTON. D.C. — “To- 
day, we are depleting the world’s 
biological wealth at an ever-in- 
creasing rate, and the loss and 
degradation of the world's biolo- 
gical resources are tal cing a toll on 
die well-being of people in both 
industrialised and developing na- 
tions...” This grim warning 
appears in a recendy published 
report of the Washington-based 
World Resources Institute 
(WRI). The study, which de- 
scribes the erosion of the planet's 
plant and annual resources, ad ds 
that “an estimated 25 per cent of 
the world's species present in the 
mid-1980s may be extinct by the 
year 2015 or soon thereafter." 

Biologists and scientists esti- 
mate that only 1.4 million of a 
potential 30 million species in the 
world have been identified. The 
fires and chainsaws that rage 
through the world's tropical 
forests, home to over half of all 
species, are eliminating plants 
and animals that we don’t even 
know exist. 

We have managed so far with- 
out these mysterious organisms, 
so why mourn their loss? There 
are plenty of reasons to be wor- 
ried, argues Walter Reid, co- 
author of the WRI study, tided 
“Keeping Options Alive," be- 
cause one cannot replace 
another. "All species have their 
niches," says the 33-year-old ex- 
pert on biodiversity, citing the 
case of the sea otter indigenous to 
die cold waters of Alaska. Otters 
were ruthlessly hunted for their 
fur and became almost extinct. 
“This caused some fundamental 
changes in bottom level of the 
ocean. The sea urchin was the 
favourite prey of the otter; when 
it disappeared, there was no 
other m amm al adapted to the 
area, so sea urchins went wild and 
started eating all the algae which 
other organisms fed,” Reid ex- 
plained in a recent interview. 

In the way of Nature has plan- 
ned things, all species, including 
man, are dependent on each 
other for survival. Picture a bird 
with a particular liking for the 
fruit of a specific tree. It eats the 
fruit, and in the course of its Sight 
drops the seed, thus* introducing 
the tree over a wide area. Kill the 
bird by destroying its breeding 
ground and the tTee slowly begins 
to disappear. 

That tree could have provided 
man with a valuable resource, 
such as a component for a cura- 
tive drug. An example cited by 
Reid is that of the Rosy Peri- 
winkle, a small flower indigenous 
to Madagascar, an island off the 
East African coast. "In the com- 
pound of its leaves, this plant has 
the cure for childhood leukemia 
and Hodgkin's disease. Before 
the compound was isolated, there * 
was no known cure for leukenzia; 
now the cure rate is up to 80 or 90 



Co-author of a study on the depletion of the world’s 
Wologjol wealth, Walter Reed, points to a former- 
ly e n da nge red plant titan Madagascar — the Rosy 


Periwinkle — n^*) to fight childhood leukemia and 
Hodgkin's disease (WNL photo) 


per cent,” he said. Another ex- 
ample is that of the widely avail- 
able plant called Artemesia 
Annualis, which may produce a 
potential cure for malaria. This is 
particularly valuable because 
most strains of the malaria virus, 
which kills one million people 
every year, have become resistant 
to quinine, the only other known 
cure. 

Adds Reid: “There is a tree 
from the Australian rain forest 
called Castanospermum. Say this 
tree has disappeared; would it be 
a problem? We'd never know, 
but it turns out it has a compound 
active against the HIV virus." 
The virus has been identified as 
the leading cause of AIDS. 

By killing species, we are de- 
priving ourselves of valuable 
sources of food as well as poten- 
tially precious medicines. "Hu- 
man beings have used about 
5,000 species of plants as food, 
but only 150 or so have entered 
world commerce,” the WRI 
study points out. A wealth of 
crops traditionally grown by for- 
mer civilisations have dis- 
appeared. Among them is a grain 
called ameranth, once cultivated 
by the Mayas in Mexico. Scien- 
tists are now studying ways to 
reintroduce the grain so that it 
can be added to the world's food 
stores. "This is potentially one of 
the most protein-rich plants 
around," says Reid. 

Undiscovered or forgotten 
plant species are also valuable 
because they are the wild rela- 
tives of cultivated species and 
may prove resistant to diseases or 
pests that plague modem strains 


The regreening 
of Vietnam 

By Carmen Miranda 

WHILE the destruction of tropical forests 
continues unabated throughout the world, 
Vietnam is busy planting millions of trees 
and attempting to recuperate land from 
the revages of 30 years of anti-colonioal 
and civil war. 


LONDON: Fifteen years after 
the end of the Vietnam war, the 
Vietnamese government and peo- 
ple are engaged in a vast effort to 
re-green a countryside tom and 
wasted by 30 years of constant 
strife. 

Nearly two million people died 
during the 10-year U.S.- Vietnam 
war. But the natural environment 
was also a victim. The country 
was sprayed with 72 million litres 
(15.8 million gallons) of herbi- 
cides and endured 13 million ton- 
nes of bombs which created a 
staggering 25 million craters, 
apart from other environmental 
damage. 

As the country rebuilt its 
bombed-out hospitals, schools, 
bridges, dykes and homes, it lost 
even more forest cover than dur- 
ing the war — cutting down twice as 
much forest land annually as it 
was planting. 

Until recently, that is. Now a 
national committee consisting of 
300 scientists is charged with the 
task of re-greening Vietnam. Dr 
Vo Quy, a leading Vietnamese 
environmentalist quoted in a 
book published this month — 
“Month of Pure Light: The Re- 
greening of Vietnam” by Eli- 
zabeth Kemf* — dedans tins effort 
the greatest challenge facing the 
country since reunification in 
1975. 

Current replanting, heroic 
though it is, does not yet keep 
pace with an annual forest loss of 
200,000 hectares (494,(XX) acres)-* 
This is because Vietnam's efforts 
continue to be hampered by eco- 
nomic problems and the legacy of 
the wan unexploded mines and 
bombs are still a serious danger to 
farmers, foresters and field scien- 


tists; tonnes of military debris still 
a serious danger to fanners, fores- 
ters and field scientists; tonnes of 
military debris still clutter vast 
tracts of arable land, and perni- 
cious grass, dubbed "American 
grass” by the Vietnamese, has 
taken over millions of hectares of 
ruined forest and agricul rural 
land. 

Huge areas are still laid bare to 
the elements in a tropical country 
once covered in moist forest. 
Hills are still cracked wide open 
and heavy rains hurtle down 
through trenches now 10 to 15 
metres wide, frustrating the 
efforts of planting teams to reaf- 
forest the hillsides, even with 
obliging eucalyptus. 

“In many areas, the earth has 
become as hard as brick, so we 
have to drive tanks over the 
ground to break up the soil," says 
Dr. Ha, director of Vietnam’s 
Forestry and Planning Institute. 

"Lack of manpower in the out- 
lying regions is one of the greatest 
problems we have to overcome," 
he says. “We have to mobilise 
people from other regions and 
encourage them to settle in areas, 
which need reafforestation. We 
cannot just plant trees and leave 
them. People must care for them 
to help them survive.” 

To put the country back on a 
sound ecological footing, the 
Vietnamese will have to increase 
the present 19 per cent of forest 
cover to 50 per cent by the end of 
the century, a process under way. 

“I found that millions of trees 
had been planted,” says Kemf. 
“In 1987, a record 500 milhon 
trees., representing 160,000 hec- 
tares (395,000 acres) were 
planted in a single year. 


of plants. The resistant genes 
could be bred into crops. Reid 
cited another example of a poten- 
tially valuable plant, a variety of 
wild com found in Mexico. ‘This 
com is perennial, so it might be 
possible to take the genes of this 
plant and breed them into our 
annual com plant. That way you 
wouldn't have to replant com 
every year," be explained. 

Rapid ecological degradation 
around the globe is causing spe- 
cies to disappear at a rate of up to 
150 a day. We are not just "bor- 
rowing from the future,” as the 
WRI study says, we are stealing 
from it, because we are not going 
to be able to give back what we 
have taken. 

Reid insists that the process is 
happening so fast that immediate, 
wide-ranging action must be taken 
“Speed up toe process of keying- 
out species and identifying new 
ones as quickly as possible. Put 
them in seed banks and zoos." be 
stresses. Although zoos, seed 
banks, botanical gardens and 
other protective measures can 
help save some of toe world's 
biodiversity, ultimately the 
causes of environmental damage 
must be addressed. 

Governments and institutions 
are increasingly aware that ecolo- 
gical degradation has become a 
direct threat to economic de- 
velopment. The World Bank, for 
example, now attaches protective 
environmental conditions to 
loans that it makes for projects 
such as dams, roads and coal- 
fired power stations. Jeremy 
Warford, senior adviser in toe 
World Bank's environment de- 
partment, explains the bank's 
major policy shift: "What we 
have done in toe past is that we 
haven’t really focused on the 
underlying causes of environmen- 
tal degradation: all we've been 
worrying about is our projects.” 

Warford, 51, is responsible for 
a training programme for all eco- 
nomists in toe World Bank on 
environment issues. In an inter- 
view at toe bank headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., he stressed 
that the world's top policymakers 
are going to have to get involved. 
‘The environment... has to be- 
come integral to toe thinking of 
policymakers and people working 
in the ministries of finance, plan- 
ning and economics," Warford 
said. ‘The tools of economics are 
critically important if we want to 
bring about change. Economic 


instruments have a massive im- 
pact on toe way people behave, 
and therefore on the way they use 
resources." 

Experts are now convinced that 
Jfae key to enlisting the public's 
help is to persuade people that it 
is in their economic interest to do 
so. Reid cited toe example of 
Rwanda, an African country that 
has learned to exploit nature 
without harming it. “Tourism is 
now one of toe country's top 
currency earners. People are 
being charged something like 
$150 an hour to go and view 
gorillas," he noted. 

By World Bank estimates, toe 
world's population will reach 6.2 
billion by toe year 2000 — almost 
donbel what it is was in 1965. 
Population pressure is one of the 
foremost concerns of environ- 
mentalists, who fear that unless 
there is a significant change in 
environment management, toe 
earth's capacity to sustain that 
many people will be greatly re- 
duced. 

On toe positive side, interna- 
tional cooperation is taking 
shape: A new project launched 
under toe aegis of toe World 
Bank, toe World Resources Insti- 
tute, the United Nations En- 
vironment Programme (UNEP) 
and the International Union for 
toe Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources may bring 
some solace. The WRI study, 
co-autoored by Reid and Dr. 
Kenton Miller of WRI and subti- 
tled- "The Scientific Basis for 
Conserving Biodiversity,” is toe 
cornerstone of a planned interna- 
tional campaign aimed at halting 
toe destruction of spedes. The 
two-year project, called Biodiv- 
ersity Strategy, will involve gov- 
ernments and private groups and 
will call on experts from toe fields 
of economics, law, politics and 
sociology as well as biology. 

Reid explained it as a three- 
pronged approach: “Save it, 
study it and use it." "The way to 
deal with a lot of ecological prob- 
lems is to enable people to make 
a living and develop in a sustain- 
able sense," be concludes. “You 
can't just put barbed-wire fences 
around national parks. What we 
want is to get nature and people 
to be mutually reinforcing. In 
some cases, it involves working 
with people rather than working 
with nature. Conservation is 
managing people" — World 
News Link Inc. 




Television for the ‘Valley of Uninformed’ 


By Claus KorfT 

COLOGNE IDaD) — West 
German TV', the ARD and 
ZDF channels, is extremely 
popular in toe GDR. Station's 
receive mailbags full of viewers' 
letters from the GDR every day 
asking them to boost transmis- 
sions so they can be seen all 
over East.Germany. Since pow- 
er changed hands in East Ber- 
lin, GDR TV's news coverage 
has grown less ideologically 
motivated and is seen bv more 
viewers, but people in the GDR 
are keen not to miss out on 
programmes from the West, 
which have always been more 
informative and been felt to be 
more credible. 

Tuning in to West German 
TV is no longer forbidden, but 
practical problems still arise. 
Reception is fine within SO to 


10U kilometres of the intra- 
German border. Most aerials in 
this part of the GDR are 
pointed west. But people who 
live further east need a dish 
antenna, which can cost up lo 
25.000 East German marks and 
is tqp expensive for most peo- 
ple in the GDR. In the Dresden 
area, in the Oberlausitz and in 
north-east Mecklenburg even a 
dish antenna is not enough. 
Reception is nil. and East Ger- 
mans refer to people in these 
areas as being from the "Valley 
of the Uninformed" because 
they are unable to tune in to 
West German TV' at first hand. 

ARD and ZDF are keen to 
remedy this situation, and Tele.- 
kom. the Bundesposts telecom 
services division, has the facili- 
ties. The range of transmissions 
can be extended via two new 
channels on the TV Sat 2 and 


Kopcrnikus satellites. Bui 
satellite relay facilities are ex- 
pensive; the TV Sat 2 channel 
costs DM17.3 million, its 
Kopcrnikus counterpart DM12 
million a year. ARD and ZDF 
tend to clamour for higher li- 
cence fees when extra costs ol 
this kind arise; viewers are 
understandably lacking, in enthu- 
siasm. 

A commission comprising the 
heads of government of the 
Lander, the heads of the ■va- 
rious TV channels and the man- 
agement of Telekom must now 
opt for one of these solutions. 
A third, temporary option 
proposed by the Bundesposi 
consists of directional radio 
from Berlin to booster and re- 
lay stations in Dresden and 
other pans of the GDR that 
have so far been “on the far 
side of the Moon" where West 
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YOUR FINAL DECISIO 


Exceptional engine technology 
has always been the driving force 
behind all BMWs, and the 3 Series 
is no exception. But sophisticated 
technology is not confined to what 
lies beneath the bonnet; the satis- 
faction of handling a BMW 3 Series 
derives to a great extent from the 
suspension, which offers taut yet 
dynamic response to steering and 
superb directional stability. And it’s in 
the cockpit where BMW's legendary 
technological expertise is most visible. 
In the design, layout and appearance 
of the instrumentation, in the clear, 
electronically controlled analogue 


displays and the eye-soothing orange 
illumination at night. In short, the 
BMW 3 Series promises a perfect 
blend of functional beauty, comfort 
and power. 

It also offers a wide range of cars 
to choose from. There are both 4- and 
6-cylinder versions and no less than 
four distinct models: Sedan, Touring. 
Convertible and the M-3 Sport. 
Choosing between them is a matter of 
individual taste and. when next you 
visit your BMW Showroom, we believe 
you should make yourfinal decision in 
the driving seat. 
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Mahatta Stree;. 
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For all. your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, . 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Humid Sharaf Street 
Shmciuni 
P O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 
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AT 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIMITEL 
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Amman - Tel . 668 1 93 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
dee 30% larger 

• Froo enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



TEL 62 i 775 
TLA : 23 0 22 
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LOBBY LOUNGE 
HAPPY HOURS 
6:30 To 8:00 pm 
50 % OFF 
ON ALU^RINKS^ 
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The first& best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

MntmybanSaHa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-MidnighT 

Tel. 633968 


It 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Tate amp available 

Open daily 12$0 - 15-30 
18:00-11:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic' 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 -Midnight / 



(LUNCH & DINNER 








Nations split over Third World aid 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
The U.N. special ‘■ession on 
Third World economies has stum- 
bled over divisions between in-, 
dustrialised and developing na- 
tions on a final statement, offi- 
cials and U.N. diplomats said 
Saturday. 

The session, which began last 
Monday, was scheduled to con- 
clude Saturday with the adoption 
by concensus of a final declara- 
tion of principles and prescrip- 
tions for economic cooperation to 
revitalise deteriorating econo- 
mies. 

But the committee drafting a 
final declaration met until 6 a.m. 
(10TC GMT) Saturday morning, 
without reaching agreement on a 
text. The entire session was sus- 
pended early Saturday and will be 
recovered Monday morning for a 
final gathering, U.N. officials 
said. 


Differences were said to in- 
volve numerous issues, ranging 
from increasing official develop- 
ment assistance and reducing 
Third World debt — as sought by 
the developing world — to emph- 
asising democratic principles and 
economic restructuring in order 
to make foreign aid viable — as 
sought by many industrialised 
countries. 

Some diplomats speculated the 
session even migh t end without a 
final declaration, its initial goal. 
Instead it could conclude with a 
statement by the general assem- 
bly president, Major-General 
Joseph Garba of Nigeria. . 

After hearing more than 130 
speakers and negotiating a docu- 
ment for more than two weeks, 
such a conclusion would be consi- 
dered a failure, some diplomats 
said. 

However, others said the draft- 


ing was proceeding slowly but 
surely and held out hope that an 
agreement might yet be reached 
by Monday morning. 

The committee drafting a filial 
document was said to be divided 
between various drafts and 
amendments submitted by the 
Group of 77, representing de- 
veloping nations, and by Western 
nations, including the United 
States, die European Community 
and QraMfa 

Almost aD disagreements took 
place privately. The public state- 
ments generally were nonconten- 
tious, and virtually all speakers 
agreed that the primary responsi- 
bility for development rests with 
nations themselves. 

Most agreed on the need for 
less centralised economic plan- 
ning, more economic restructur- 
ing and market-oriented reforms 
and greater democracy. Indus- 


trialised nations also said they 
were willing to continue major 
aid programmes, but donor coon- 
tries, inducting the Soviet Union, 
said that economic reforms were 
vital so that their money would be 
spent efficiently. 

Many developed nations also 
i-jpphagiwi that aid should be 
trilateral and said that interna- 
tional financial institutions, like 
the World Bank and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Ftrnd (IMF), 
should play a major role. 

Many developing nations said 
that even if they put their domes- 
tic houses in order, they still 
would suffer from problems, 
beyond their control — crushing 
debt, inflation, unequal trade 
practices, lad: of foreign invest- 
ment and outflow of resources. 

For these problems, they said, 
the developed world should help 
compensate the Third World. 


Tehran’s pavement wait street — 
[breath into suffocating economy 


TEHRAN (R) — On a busy 
intersection in central Tehran, 
big money changes hands. This 
is wall street Irani an -style, a 
sidewalk where foreign ex- 
change dealers are hard at 
work in the open air. 

The deals done here are all 
on the black market. But a 
cruising police car turns a blind 
eye and the going rates are 
published in a state-run news- 
paper. 

Iran's rulers know tbat the 
black market is a breath of 
fresh air for trade and industry, 
otherwise suffocating under a 
blanket of rigid state controls. 

An average of $500,000 a 
day changes hands at the pave- 
ment bazaar on the corner on 
Ferdowsi and Manuchehri 
streets, with some individual 
deals as high as $100,000, a 
leading dealer told Reuters. 

Though the greenback 
dominates trade, marks, yens 
; and even roubles are in'de- 
! mand. The Russian currency is 
I sought by Iranians living along 
I the Soviet border, a dealer 
1 said. 


About 50 traders, with bags' 
and attache-cases stuffed with 
notes, keep the market run- 
ning non-stop from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. every working day. Else- 
where in the city the scene is 
repeated at smaller markets. 

Earlier this month a patrol 
car of an Islamic revolutionary 
committee, a police force, pul- 
led up while dealing was in full 
swing — but only to arrest a 
youngster smoking in public 
during the holy fasting month 
of Ramadan. 

Daily updates in the English- 
language Tehran Times show 
the dollar is worth 70 rials at 
the official rate and about 
1,355 on what it describes as 
the sidewalk “open market.” 

Heavy Industry Minister 
Mohammad Hadi Nejad Hos- 
seinian said test month that fac- 
tory output: devastated by an 
eight-year war with Iraq that 
halted in 1988, would not re- 
cover as long as the rial was 
kept artificially strong. 

The government has since 
said that a devaluation is on 


the cards, despite opposition 
from some hardliners opposed 
to economic liberalisation. 

“The 70 rials rate is a fic- 
tion,” a western diplomat said. 
“We expect the government to 
drastically devalue by the end 
of 1990. The economy is 
dollar-based.’’ 

The government last year set 
a new rate of 800 rials to the 
dollar for some business needs. 

The pavement exchange 
offers lucrative pickings for foe 
dealers. 

“I used to be a small-time 
jeweller,'’ said one. “But when 
I saw the profits these people 
were making, I decided to sell 
my shot and enter the game.” 
He described the Ferdowsi- 
Manuchehri market as a sort of 
private dub managed by the 
few dozen traders, who knew 
each other well. 

“We meet every morning 
and decide on a central rate/’ 
said another dealer. “Today 
it’s 1350 rials to a dollar. We 
try to limit fluctnations to 10 
rials above or below this rate. 


depending on the size of the 
transaction.” 

Iran’s black market extends 
to food and ordinary consumer 
goods as well as money. - 

Ordinary Iranians shop with 
subsidised coupons distributed 
by the government. A kilo of 
sugar costs less than 140 rials 
with coupons, against the nor- 
mal price of 900. 

But the coupons often do net 
go far enough, forcing house- 
wives to turn to expensive 
black market supplies. 

Under-the-counter deals ex- 
tend even to telephones. A 
middle-class couple in north 
Tehran said they paid 2.9 mil- 
lion rials in cash for a line — 
much more than most people’s 

annual salary. 

Getting a line through offi- 
cial channels can fair**, years, an 
elderly man who applied in 
1974 was connected this year. 
“And I had to pay 800,000 
rials,” be said. 

“If you have money, and 
some people have a lot, you 
can find everything on the 
black market,” the man said. 


Western banks cautious 
about investment in East 


TEL AVIV (R) — Koor In- 
dustries, Israel's largest indust- 
rial firm, said a bid to ease its 
billion-doll ar debt has suffered 
from the fall of the goverameut 
over Middle East peace moves. 

“The tense political situation 
makes it difficult to find a 
solution for Koor’s problems,” 
Yehouda Paust, spokesman for 
the Histaadnit Trade Federa- 
tion which owns Koor, said 
Sunday. 

Israeli banks have agreed to 
let Koor restructure payments 
on the $800 million it owes but 
foreign banks have yet to act 
on a proposal for the $200 
million owed them. A quarter 
oi the total would be written 
off. 

A source speaking for 
Koor’s foreign creditors said 
they were waiting for a new 
finance minister. 

Kcor sources meanwhile 
voiced fears that another fi- 
nance minister may be tougher 
on the ailing concern than was 
Shimon Peres, leader of the 
Labour Party which left the 
government last month in a 
row over peace talks with 
Palestinians. 

Peres has failed to woo a 
parliamentary majority to a 
labour-led government and 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, leader of the rightist 
Likud Party, has been given a 
chance by President Chaim 
Keizog. 

A finance ministry official 
said the absence of a minister 

hampered decision-making. 

“There is a written obliga- 
tion from Shimon Peres to give 
Koor a $100 million state 
guarantee, but Koor bas come 
up with new requests.” the 
official said. 

Employing 20,000 workers, 
Koor produces steel, cement, 
food products, electrical ap- 
pliances and military electro- 
nics. Last week it reported a 
3150 million loss in the first 
nine months of 1989. 
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U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dciuscbcaurk 
Swiss ham: 

French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch gander 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10} 


FRANKFURT (R) — Western 
governments seem likely to back 
more aid for East European na- 
tions this week, but international 
banks are much more wary about 
pumping money into their stag- 
nating economies. 

' “Help will first have to come 
from the public sector,” said an 
East European expert at a big 
Frankfurt bank ahead of a meet- 
ing of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and World Bank. 

The IMF and World Bank, 
which meet in Washington this 
week, are just two of an array of 
state-backed groups ready to take 
practical financial steps to help 
Eastern Europe’s fledgling demo- 
cracies to make the painfiil shift 
to market economies. 

Since the two lending agencies 
met last September free elections 
have been held in East Germany 
and Hungary and the co mmunis t 
old guard has fallen in Czechoslo- 
vakia, Bulgaria and Romania. 

Western creditor nations have 
also rescheduled loans to Poland. 

International bankers, re- 
membering how they threw 
money into Latin America in the 
1970s to be faced a decade later 
by a debt crisis, are being cagy. 


Cautious approach 

The Institute for International 
Finance (OF), a group winch 
speaks for international banks, 
said in a report: “The banks are 
likely to take a catious 
approach to such lending in the 
future, given both their experi- 
ence in Latin America and the 
demonstrable deterioration of 
creditworthiness in Central and 
Eastern Europe.” 

East Bloc economies are stag- 
nating as they cast off the mill- 
stone of 40 years of central plan- 
ning. Foreign trade deficits are 
rising while foreign debts remain 
unattractively high. 

This leaves initial aid in the 
hands of Western governments 
which are determined to protect 
Eastern Europe from the effects 
of austerity and head off protests 
which could reverse the process 
of reform. 

The latest example of such 
efforts is the creation of the Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development aimed at fun- 
nelling heto to Eastern Europe. 

The IMF, whose spring meet- 
ing runs from May 3 to 9, is likely 
to play a pivotal role. 


“This institution is already be- 
ginning to assume a major role in 
Eastern Europe/’ said Waler 
Seipp, chief executive of West 
Germany’s Commerzbank AG. 

“It is gaining new members in 
die regions. .. and since these new 
members have great restructuring 
problems, tire IMF’s lending will 
increase.” 

Economists say one key task 
for Western governments is to' 
funnel aid to Eastern Europe 
efficiently so effort is not dupli- 
cated. 

“The scope for duplication, 
conflicting action and other forms 
of wasteful behaviour is enor- 
mous,” the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs said last 
week. 

Longer-term East Bloc reform 
will be financed by direct invest- 
ments by Western firms seeking 
business opportunities there. 

Much depends on the speed, 
with which Eastern nations create 
conditions attractive enough to 
entice private investment. 

The UF says such conditions 
include price reform, promotion 
of the private sector and financial 
markets, liberalisation of foreign 
trade and exchange rate reform. 


EC leaders confident 
on economy’s future 


Jokes 


DUBLIN — Six months after the 
breaching of the Berlin wall, 
European Community (EC) lead- 
ers believe they have set in place 
a strategy to steer- the two Ger- 
manys to unification without tur- 
moil in financial markets. 

But they have yet to convince 
all the sceptics that they can 
escape the need for higher in- 
terest rates to contain the infla- 
tionary impact of monetary union 
between East and West Germany 
as the 'target date of July 2 
approaches. 

“This is a very difficult opera- 
tion,” said European Commis- 
sion President Jacques Defers, 
striking a rare note of caution after 
Saturday's one-day EC summit at 
Dublin Castle. 

“Vigilance is needed in coping 
with this burden and we must not 
react to any imbalances solely by 
using monetary policy...” 

Leaders at the summit, called 
to discuss German unification but 
dominated by the drive to EC 
political union, adopted a far 
more confident tone, stressing 
the economic benefits of a united 
Germany and glossing over the 
pitfalls. 


It was perhaps inevitable that 
West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, facing federal elections in 
December, would play down the 
fears that German monetary un- 
ion could spark economic insta- 
bility or require voters in his 
country to stump up extra taxes. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


But fellow leaders appeared 
confident a project tbat only as 
few months ago looked like 
jeopardising the standing of the 
West German mark — the anchor 
of hte European monetary system 
(EMS) of semi-fixed exchange 
rates — was back under control. 

To prove the point, France last 
week actually cut its key money 
market interest rate by a quarter 
percentage point, the second re- 
duction within a month. On the 
eve of die Dublin summit Bel- 
gium and Denmark also trimmed 
rates. 

Italy chose last Friday to 
announce die abolition of die last 


leaders were quaking at* the pros- 
pect of German monetary union 
when East Germany’s 16 million 
people will exchange the first 
4,000 marks of their savings into 
West German marks at a gener- 
ous one-to-one rate. 

Coordinated moves 

European monetary officials 
say last week's interest rate cuts, 
though modest, were part of a 
coordinated strategy to take 
pressure off the West German 
mark in EMS which might other- 
wise have led the Bundesbank to 
raise interest rates to contain the 
danger of importing inflatio n. 

“It is no coincidence when na- 
tions act like this,” said one 
central bank official, “lliey are 
trying. to head off a German 
interest rate rise.” . 


vestiges of foreign exchange con- 
trols, comfortably before a July 1 
deadline agreed with its Euro- 
pean partners. 

None of these moves suggested 


Some economists offer a more 
sceptical interpretation of events 
ana are not yet prepared to sound 
the “aD dear. 

Gerald Holtham, chief eco- 
nomist at brokers Shearson Leh- 
man Hutton Securities in Lon- 
don, said France was keen to 
exploit weakness of die West 
German mark in the EMS to cut 
rates now in case it was forced to 
raise them later in the year.* 


Pravda paints gloomy 
picture of the economy 


MOSCOW (R) — TheGommaist 
Party daily Pravda Sunday 
painted a picture of the Soviet 
economy running out of control, 
adding to the pressure for a poli- 
tical and economic overhaul of 
the entire system^ 

Pravda said first quarter statis- 
tics for 1990 showed nose-diving 
production, rising foreign debt, a 
mounting trade deficit with the 
West and runaway inflation. 

At the same time the country’s 
credit-worthiness was being in- 
creasingly challenged by Western 
bankers, cramping the Kremlin’s 
ability to buy time by easing 
enormous pent-up demand for 
consumer goods. 

“Unfortunately there will nev- 
er be enough hard currency to 
buy everything that is laniriwg in 
the country,” wrote Pravda eco- 
nomics editor Yegor Gaidar. 

The gloomy economic portrait 
follows signs of serious disagree- 
ment at the highest levels of 
goverameut, forcing delays in the 
release of a radical economic 
programme expected to include 
price reform, foreign investment 
and the break-up of some govern- 
ment monopolies. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
advisory council has so far failed 
to complete work on the package, 
torn between the desire for im- 
mediate change and fears of giv- 
ing too trig a shock to a society 
already buffeted by political and 
social instability. 

On a tour of the Urals industrial 
heartland last week Gorbachev 
assured workers the state would 
not pull the rag out from under 
them with its new economic prop- 
osals. 

*Radical«afion* 

He said the package, to be 
unveiled soon, would mean a 
“radicalisation of economic re- 
forms” combined with a safety 
net to cushion the blow of higher 
prices. 

But he warned workers, many 
of whom depend on the big milit- 
ary sector, the defence spending 
would have to be cut. He said the 
military accounted for 18 per cent 
of Gross National Product 
(GNP), more than any other 
country in the world. 

Pravda said no radical changes 
had been made in five years of 
die perestroika reform program- 
me and suggested that Moscow 
could no longer delay. 


“The tendencies shown in the 
(first quarter) Statistics have 
much greater influence on the 
choice of principle political deci- 
sions than any of the brightest 
speeches in fee press or even in 
the Snpreme Soviet,” said 
Gaidar. 

“The quarter was difficult, des- 
tructive processes in the economy 
have gathered force;” Gaidar 
said. 

Chief among these were a 
rapidly accelerating growth in the 
money supply — unmatched by 
economic growth — a fall-off in 
debt payments and an expanding 
foreign debt. 

The amount of unspendabfe 
roubles in savings accounts and 
mattresses, put at more-than 300 
billion roubles ($480 million) by 
Western experts, is growing at six 
to eight times tbe rate of a decade 
ago, Gaidar said. 

The trade deficit with capitalist 
countries had meanwhile grown 
by 900 milli on roubles ($1.45 
trillion at official rates). 

Inflati on was being pushed up 
by the price of meat, up 16 per 
cent, and fruit, up 20 per cent, 
Gaidar said. He gave no overall 
inflati on rate but sense Soviet 
economists have put the rate as 
high as 15 per cent. 

The Soviet Union's credit rat- 
ing was under assault, battered by 
delays in payments by indepen- 
dent Soviet businesses and over- 
spending by tbe government. 

“In the estimation of Western 
bankers die credit-worthiness of 
the Soviet Union was damaged 
more in tbe last weeks of the 
quarter than in 20 years of grow- 
ing economic difficulties,” he 
wrote. 

Gaidar blamed trnant self- 
financing businesses but said the 
central government was also at 
fault. 

“It seems that at die govern- 
ment level the reckless striving to 
live beyond one's means is grow- 
ing all the more dearly in foreign 
economic relations." 

Western confidence in tbe 
Soviet Union, once considered 
one of the world's best credit 
risks, has been undermined by 
civil unrest, political uncertainty 
and economic decline. 

This has forced up die interest 
charged on new hard currency 
loans at a time when Moscow is 
desperate for imports of consum- 
er goods to ease social pressures. 


Banks still shy away from 
loans to Pretoria 


By Liisa Springham 
JReufer 

LONDON — Nelson Mandela 
may be free, but most world 
banks still won’t lend South Afri- 
ca any more money. 

International banks suspended 
new lending of South Africa in 
1985 after violent protests in 
black townships against white 
minority rule and apartheid. 
They show no sign of resuming 
loans until they see major 
change. 

“Not a single bank has taken 
steps to reverse its previous poli- 
cies," said Peter Schabort, poli- 
tical counsellor at the South Afri- 
can embassy in London. 

Despite toe release of Mandela 
in February and the unbanning of 
the African National Congress 
(ANQ movement in which he 
has played a leading role in and 
out of jail, no trig loans are going 
Pretoria’s way. 

Behind the scenes, a few small 
.deals may have started to trickle 
through but evidence is elusive, 
em er gi n g so far mainly in the 
form of small-scale private place- 
ments. 

Even tbe refinancing of ex- 
isting debt could pose problems. 
State controlled electricity sup- 
plier Eskom hopes to refinance 
about 400 million commercial 
rand ($150 millioii) of bonds 
matnring this year and bankers 
say the response is not likely to be 
enthusiastic. 

■ Instead bankers prefer to wait 
to see what happens next in a 
country rarely out of the head- 
lines because of racial tension, 
violent protest and international 
furore. 

Pobfidy rftnMml 

But Chris Stab, South Africa’s 
reserve bank governor, seems 
publicly confident about South 
Africa’s ability to borrow. 

He told Reuters tins month 
that foreign bqnks were adopting 
a softer line on credit, adding that 
tirade finance was available and 
even short-term bans were eas- 
ing to find now. 

He maintained that the situa- 
tion had improved more than 
might have been expected since 
October, when creditor banks 
agreed to reschedule $8 trillion in 
short term debt of South Africa's 
total $20 billio n foreign debt. 

But others in the banking 
world, who monitor the situation 
see no sign of relaxation. “We 
don’t see any new money going in 
or any change in attitudes of the 
banks,” said James Richardson, 


research officer at the anti-apar- 
theid movement in London. 

Even in Switzerland, which has 
never imposed a lending embargo 
on South Africa, banks are likely 
to greet a South Africa borrower 
with open arms. 

Hansruedi Zehnder, head of 
syndication at Credit Suisse, who 
fed a 100 million Swiss franc ($66 
million) issue for Eskom in Au- 
gust 1984, due to mature tins 
year, said it was doubtful whether 
this issue would be refinanced. 

“Z don't believe we would find 
it opport un e/* he said. “It’s ques- 
tionable whether anyone would 
take it on.” 

Asked whether this was be- 
cause of the risk or the political 
question, he replied: “both.” 

'If South African institutions 
did find a way to raise money in 
Switzerland, they would certainly 
have to pay a substantial pre- 
mium, Zehnder added. 


West German bankers appear 
to be the only ones seriously 
reassessing the status of South 
african debt. 

Indeed, investor demand was 
reported to be strong for a recent 
100 million mark ($59 million) 
Eskom private placement, ted by 
Commerzbank AG. But tbe sub- 
ject remains highly sensitive. 

South Afncafc Schabort said 
that South Africa now must com- 
pete for funds with tbe emerging 
market-orientated states of East- 
ern Europe.” It’s difficult to get 
money,” he added. 

He pointed out that Britain was 
a natural place for South Africa 
to tom for new funds because of 
the extensive economic and his- 
torical links of tbe two countries. 

. But British banks appear to be 
no closer to modifying their poli- 
cies towards South African bor- 
rowers. 

Several British bankers, who 
declined to be identified, agreed 
the government was making sig- 
nificant changes bat pointed oat 
that political violence continued. 

“More stability needs to break 
out,” said a spokesman for a 
U.K. clearing bank. “But we are 
watching with interest." 

Bankers in the United States 
are equally wary about renewing 
bid links, acknowledging that the 
political rcpenmssions of a re- 
sumption would outweigh poten- 
tial profits. 

Several U.S. bankers said th at 
at annual meetings they would 
run the gauntlet of stockholders, 
many of whom belong to church 
and rights groups and are ada- 
mant about retaining sanctions. 


‘Third World stock 
markets are soaring 


WASHINGTON (R) — Stock 
markets in developing ooan- 
tries are booming, wife many 
out-performing those in the 
United States, Britain and 
Japan, data compiled by the 
international finance carp 
shows. 

Turkey, Argentina, Taiwan 
and Thailand became the first, 
second, fourth and fifth best- 
performing stock markets in 
1989 based on price index 
rfiang es calculated in U.S. dol- 
lar terms, according to the 
Washing ton-based affiliate of 
the World Bank. 

The IFC said Turkey posted 


na 136 per cent, Taiwan 95 per 
cent and Thailand 85 per cent 
Third-place Austria, the rally 
industrialised nation in the top 
five, was up 101 per cent. 

Overall, 19 exchanges in the 
developing world gamed 47 per 
cent list year, eclipsing the 
performance of markets m tbe 
United States (up 27 per cent), 
Britain (up 21 per cent) and 
Japan (up 12 per cent), the IFC 
said. 

“The emerging markets 
were deariy a big success and 
the amount of investments 
flowing to those countries 
through these maricak in the 
‘80s was really quite stagger- 


ing/’ said IFC Executive Via 
President Sir Wflfiam Ryrie. 

Stocks fisted in Third V%H 
markets had market cawtetisa- 
tion equivalent to $611 btifioa 
as of 1989, compared with $86 
billion in 1980. 

This was still just five per 
cent of the total capitalisation 
in all stock markets, with those, 
in developed countries at $11.1 
trillion, the IFC add. 

Briefing reporters. Ryrie 
attributed the growth in part to 
the IFCs sponsorship of 131 
“country funds”, many of 
which are listed in the major 
markets such as New York, 


Kong and Singapore. Fore- 
igners use tbe funds to funnel 
their investments to local in- 
dustries. 

The foods, the first of which 
ws established in 1984 fra 
South Korea, have a market 
value of $11 billion, Ryrie said. 

He predicted that the growth 

be sustained in the 1990s. 

Investments will shift a little 
from Asia to Eastern Europe, 
as nations there begin to de- 
velop free market economies, 
and to 1-atin American coun- 
tries emerging from their fore- 
ign debt crisis, he said. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



HSttfel 


“Stanley and I are very happy 
together when we’re 
not together." 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one Isttarto each square, to farm 
four ordinary words. 



WHAT THOSE STONE 
A & £ PEOPLE BECAME 
WHEN THAT PREHIS- 
TORIC AtONSTEK 
SUPPENlY APPEAKEP 
OUT OF NOWHERE. 


Now arrange the circled totters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hero: u 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HOBBY BRAND UMBER TETHER 
Answer What that famous writer found most 
absorbing— A BLOTTER 


THE Daily Crossword by Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Triumphant 
exclamations 
5 Gr. porch 
9 Ewe 

14 Dispatched 

15 Russ, river 

16 Short story 

17 So-so 

18 Memorandum 

19 Impetuosity 

20 Pretty near 

23 Violent talkers 

24 Poneslle or 
Bonheur 

25 Plaything 
i 26 Wrathful 

30 "You used to 
come — 
o'clock—” 

33 Army VIPs 

34 “This — 
recording'' 

35 Nobleman 

36 Twines 

37 Unique thing 

38 Mine find 

39 Gay - 

40 - Sound 
(PsdHc aim) 

41 Slums « 4 i. 

43 Small rug 

44 **- KHty 


paHaa 

HUH 
HUH 


HHI 

HH 

HNI 


■■ HHNHHH 

■ an 


AanghtaRawnad 


46 Top 

49 Fielding feat 

53 'Auto type 

54 Eager 

55 Have feelings 

56 Donkeys 

57 Ripped 

58 Robert — 

59 Desiderata 
GO Young or old 

end 

6l Ruminant 
DOWN 

1 — as the eye 
could see 
2 “Do I — 
Water 

3 Charged 
particle 

4 Swaggered ' 

5 Mlsceftsneous 
8 Jogs 


7 Vow 

8 Toward shelter 

9 Learning 
centers 

10 Having a 
husky voice 

11 Trapping 

12 Major end 

13 Member of 
noblHty 

21 Night light 

22 Grouchy 

26 Sheds team 

27 Fit 

28 Words of 
comprehen- 
sion 

29 Dray 

30 Healing 
plant 

31 Whig foe 

32 Tanan's 

residence 

33 Put to sleep - 

38 Jeweler's 

37 Surpassed 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


.Rnmn tinnn nn 
maran rmrm nfi 
.nnnnnronnriri on 
'nnn nunci mi™ 

nnnnnn nmfnn 
pgnnp nnnnnfl 
gnnn nnnnn m 
non 

'SHgrarann nnnn 

ni 

nnnn 90 E nn ™a 

PnHH nnni 

nnnn nrem 


39 Own 

40 Pfeygrauna: 

Fr. 

42 Oozed 

43 Hoodlum . 

45 Night sound 

46 of Two 
Cities" 


47 Mound of 
nibble 

48 litter 
40 Look- 

over 

« Sackings 

51 Daml 

52 
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Italian soccer: 


Napoli takes league title 


ROME (R) — Napoli took the 
Italian League title Sunday with a 
14) win over l-aa’n and the south- 
ern Italian city Erupted in 
celebration. 

A seventh-minute Marco Baro- 
ni goal on die last day of die first 
division championship gave 
Napoli their second league tide in 
four years. 

Valiant AC Milan, ousted from 
the top Of the table last week, 
scored four goals in 10 minutes in 
the second half of their match 
against Bari. 

But ■ their 4-0 win was not 
enough to dose (he two-point gap 
Opened up by a resurgent Napoh. 

The packed 85,000-capacity 
Naples stadium exploded in 
deafening cheers; drumbeats and 
fireworks as Diego Maradona’s 
men, looking every inch a cham- 
pjonsMp- winning side, domin- 
ated the match. 

Maradona, looking s limm er 
than he has for years after shed- 
ding eight kilos in preparation for 
die World Cup finals in June, was 
die driving force of the team. 

Napoli needed only to draw 
against middle -of-the- table Lazio 
to be sure of repeating their 
“victory of 1987 when Maradona 
led the clnb to the first league 
tide in their 60-year history. 


But Maradona had pro mis ed 
that Napoli, who fought a neck- 
and-neck duel with northern riv- 
als Milan for most of the season, 
wanted to end the championship 
in spectacular stvle. 

The Argentine World Cup cap- 
tain struck a free-kick which 
found Baroni unmarked a few 
metres outside the area and the 
Napoli defender headed past 
Lazio goalkeeper .Valerio fieri. 

Maradona, supported by Brazi- 
lian forward Careca, set a fast 
and furious pace and the little 
midfielder was unlucky not to 
crown his efforts with at least two 
goals in his own right. 

In die 20th minute, he fired a 
powerful shot which Fieri only 
just managed to get a hand to. 
And In the 70th minute, he hit a 
curling free-kick which Fieri 
again somehow saved. 

Lazio fought back courageous- 
ly and had their best chance just 
before the interval through a 
free-kick taken by Uruguay's 
Ruben Sosa which went over the 
ter. 

“I think I can say after today’s 
performance that we really de- 
served to win rite title. I’m so 
happy I can’t find the words to 
express myself,” Napoli manager 
Alberto Bigon said. 


Sanchez defeats Cueto 

BARCELONA (AP) — Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of Spain settled 
down after a shaky second-set start to defeat West German Isabel 
Cueto 6-4, 6-2 Sunday and log a hometown victory in the 5th Sp anish 
women’s international tennis championships. 

Sa n c h ez, the top seed in the $150,000 tournament, held serve 
throughout the first set but faltered early in the second, ceding 
back-to-back breaks to Cueto, who qualified for the final with an 
upset over American Maiy Jo Fernandez. 

But Cueto, who appeared to hurt her left thigh early in the second 
set, foiled to hold her serve even oned, and double-faulted at break 
point to go down 2-3. 

After that, Sanchez Vicario streadied her play, holding serve to go 
up 4-2, th err holding again to win the set and match on the day courts 
of the Royal Tennis Club. 

Sanchez Vicario, a Barcelona native and one of the world’s 
premier day court players, earned $27,000 for her triumph. Cueto 
was to take home $13,500. 


Cash wins Hong Kong 
singles, doubles titles 

HONG KONG (AP) — Australian Pat Cash defeated Alex 
Antonitsch of Austria 6-3. 6-4 Sunday' in the final of the $210,000 
gjiiwn Hong Kong Tennis-Open, winning his first tournament since 
an injury sidelined him eight months ago- 

Pash fired nine aces in the one-hour, 20-minute match and scared 
repeatedly with strong attacks at the net that often left Antonitsch 
stranded on the wrong ride of the court. 

“To win here was beyond my expectations,” said Cash, a wild card 
entry in the tournament. He collected $26,000 first prize money. 

“He served well and returned well,” said Antonitsch, who 
dpfeared Cash in the final of last week's Korean Open. 

“I am disappointed to lose,” said the 62nd-tanked Austrian, 
adding that he also was “disappointed ! could not give the spectators 
a better final.” 

Later, Cash teamed with compatriot WaBy Masur for a 6-3, 6-3 
victory over Americans Kevin Curran and Joey Rive for the doubles 
crown. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TAN N AH HIRSCH 
» IBM Titoun* MaOtt B«fvtee». Inc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 

♦ 954 v*6 vAQlOSZ *K873 

Fanner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 


you hold: 

♦J53 <?9872 C-Q7 ♦KQ75 

The bidding has proceeded: 


vulnerable, as Pass 


Q.2— Easi-West 
South you hold: 

♦ K83 <?A8763 CA #K732 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 Z 1 - Pass 1 * 

j 

What do you bid now? 

QJ — East-West vulnerable, as 

South you hold: 

♦ AQJ8754 7QJ5 vW *- 
in first seat, what action do you 
take? 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 


East Sooth West North 

2 S* Pass Pass DU 

» 

* — weak 

What action do you take? 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ 8632 9A5 vAQIO *J652 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ AJ54 <7AKQ82 OVoW *KJ7S 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
Look for answers on Monday. 


Cinema 


rainbow 


Tel: 625155 


Mel Gibson 
Michelle Pfeiffer 
in 

tequila 

SUNRISE 

Performance* 3:30, &00, &30 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


NabKIaObeidln 

THE DANCER & 
THE POLITICIAN 

(Arabic) 

PerfenntBcer 3 JO, 6:13, 8 JO, 1030 
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Chesnokov 

wins 

Monte Carlo 
tournament 

MONTE CARLO, Monaco (AP) 
— Andrei Chesnokov of the 
Soviet Union used timely rashes 
to the net to bait Austria’s Tho- 
mas Muster, 7-5, 6-3, 6-3 Sunday 
and win SI million Monte Carlo 
Open tennis tournament. 

Chesnokov won $125,000 and 
Muster $65,000, the biggest 
paychecks of their careers. The 
24-year-old Chesnokov previous- 
ly had won four titles, including 
one on the French Riviera last 
year in Nice. 

The match started much the 
same way as Cfaesnokov’s semi- 
final battle with Spain’s EmiBo 
Sanchez — a slugfest from the 
baseline. 

The two made rare rushes to 
the net, splitting the first 10 
games. Then as he did in the final 
set tiebreaker against Sanchez. 
Chesnokov’s made more ventures 
to the net forcing his opponent 
into errors. 


English soccer. 

Forest shatters Oldham’s 
dream of cup glory 


By Alan Baldwin 

Reuter 

LONDON — Holders Notting- 
ham Forest shattered second divi- 
sion Oldham’s dream of English 
Football League Cup glory Sun- 
day with a well-deserved second 
half goal from 20-year-old striker 
Nigel Jemson which decided the 
final. 

Oldham, making their first 
Wembley appearance in their 95- 
year history, had their share of 
chances but failed to convert their 
undoubted s kills into goals and 
lost 1-0. 

After a first half marked by 
strong defensive work by both 
teams, Jemson gave Forest their 
second consecutive win with the 
lone goal in the 48th minu te. 

Nigel Clough, son of Forest 
manager Brian, sent Jemson 
weaving through the area with a 
beautiful pass that split the Old- 
ham defence in two. 


Oldham goalkeeper Andy 
Rhodes parried the shot but Jem- 
son was hovering to pick up the 
rebound and shoot home. “Just to 
be at Wembley was an absolute 
dream. To get the winner is unbe- 
lievable,” Jemson said. 

He praised the performance of 
Oldham, who nearly readied two 
Wembley finals thus season but 
lost to Manchester United in the 
F.A. Cup semifinals earlier this 
month. 

“Oldham played very well. 
They were a credit to the dub and 
played some great football,” 
Jemson said. 

Minutes after the goal, the 
Oldham goalkeeper was under 
fire again as a transformed Forest 
moved up a gear and burst for- 
ward in search of a second. 

Rhodes dived for the ball on 
the edge of the area, bringing 
down Jemson, but appeals for a 
penalty were ignored in favour of 
a free-kick right on the line. 


NBA roundup: 


Celtics, Pistons win playoff games 


BOSTON (AP) — The Boston 
Celtics and Detroit Pistons both 
took 2-0 leads in their best-of-5 
opening-round series with home- 
court victories Saturday. 

Boston set single-game NBA 
playoff records for scoring and 
shooting accuracy in a 157-128 
rout of the New York Knicks, 
while Bill Laimbeer led Detroit 
to a 100-87; win over the Indiana 
Pacers. 

Hie defending champion Pis- 
tons will try to finish off the 
Pacers Tuesday night in Indiana- 
polis, and the Celtics will go for 
their own sweep the following 
night in New York. If Detroit and * 
Boston win their series, they’ll 
meet in the Eastern Conference 
semifinals. 

Boston's point total Saturday 
broke the playoff record of 156 by 
Milwaukee against Philadelphia 
in 1970. The 285 points by both 
teams matched die postseason 
mark set in San Antonio’s 152- 
133 win over Denver in 1983. 

The Celtics set another playoff 


FURNISHED FLAT FOft RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms and one salon with central heating. 
Location: opposite Haia Inn Hotel, near Al Kha/idi Hospital. 

For more details call tel. 610544. 


WANTED 
USED PIANO 

A family in Amman wishes to buy a second hand piano in 
good condition. 

Call tel: 655019. 


FOR RENT 

Villa in a unique and quiet neighbourhood 4th 
Circle, Mithqal Al-Faiz St. No. 55. 

2-storey, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 4 large terraces, j 
3 reception areas, 1 dining, 2 fitted kitchens, 
garage, large garden, central T.V. antenna and 
security system. Fully deluxe furnished suitable I 
for a diplomatic residence. 

Contact tel: 646211 
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record by shooting 67 per cent 
from the field, topping the 66.3 
by the Los Angeles Lakers 
against San Antonio in 1986. 

“It was like a tidal wave," said 
Kevin McHale, who led Boston 
with 31 points. 

Patrick Ewing, who had 28 
ints for the Knicks, said the 
Itics “had it all clicking. They 
hit all the tough shots and made 
all the right plays.” 

Detroit broke open a game that 
was tied at halftime with a 26-9 
spurt in the third period. The 
Pacers pulled within seven points 
several times is the fourth quar- 
ter, but Laimbeer, who finished 
with 22 points and 11 rebounds, 
and Iszab Thomas kept the Pis- 
tons safely in front. 

Spurs 129. Nuggets 120 
SAN ANTONIO — David 
Robinson had 31 points and 12 
rebounds for San Antonio against 
Denver. 

The Nuggets, who play host to 
the Spurs in game 3 of the best- 


of-5 series Tuesday, trailed only 
120-1-17 with 1:13 left. But a 
basket by David Wingate and two 
by Terry Cummings in the final 
minute put the game out of reach. 


\ 1 :t*T i 

I m;| ■■■! __L 

y - mmm ■ ••wi ^ 

C , i 

'MANY VILLAS AND A 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
please cell 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Weel Real Estate 
Tel: 810609, 810605 



Pan East Tours 

Sucht qualiflzierte Sekretaerin mit Beruf- 
serfahrung und Sprachkenntnissen in 
Englisch + Deutsch in Wort + Schrift 
filer Vollzeittaetigkeit. 

Kontaktaufnahme unter 
Tel. 698142 

Frau Hoffmann. 




Modern Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Roof apartment, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, with telephone 
& central heating. Best residential area, Jabel Amman, near 
Amon Hotel. 

Telephone: 777112 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

674028 after 4 p.m. 


REQUIRED 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES FOR 
SAUDI ARABIA 

We are a large U.S. based multinational highly 
diversified company manufacturing & marketing 
a vast variety of well known consumer and 
industrial products with annual sales of over 12 
billion U.S. dollars and are in need of the 
following: 

1. INDUSTRIAL SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

With a minimum of 3 years experience in 
selling into the industrial market and should 
hold a B.A, degree. 

2. TRAFFIC CONTROL SALES REPRESENTA- 
TIVE 

With a minimum of 3 years experience and 
should hold a civil engineering or a B.A. 
degree. 

3. STATIONARY AND CONSUMER SALES REPRE- 
SENTATIVE 

With a minimum of 3 years experience in the 
stationary business and should be a universi- 
ty graduate. 

4. TELECOMMUNICATIONS SALES EGINEER 

He should be a graduate telecommunications 
engineer with minimum of 5 years of profes- 
sional sales experience. 

Qualifications: 

Applicants for all the above jobs should be: 

— U.S. or U.K. university graduates. 

— Fluent in Arabic and English. 

— 25-30 years of age. 

The successful candidates will be based in 
Riyadh and will be required to travel extensively 
in Saudi Arabia. 

Please send application including C.V., 
references and a recent photograph to: 

P.O. Box 815411 
Amman - Jordan 
Attn.: Mr. Saad 


T Cinema Tel: 6341441 

[ PHILADELPHIA 

SALVADOR 

Pufonnmcec 6:00. 830, 10:45 pjn. 

DISCO FEVER 

330, 6:15, 830, 1030 
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PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


Happy Bd Al Fftr 
and Many Happy Returns 

Adel lmaiiL_ In 

Hanaffl the Groat 
(Hanafl Al Ubbahah} 
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I Friday J l Sunday extra Rum at 11:00 a.m. 
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Anti-apartheid priest wounded by letter bomb 

NC accused of ‘appeasement 


HARARE — (AP) — A white priest known as a 
longtime African National Congress (ANC) activist 
was critically wounded in a letter bomb explosion at 
his Harare home, church officials said Sunday. 


The Rev. Michael Lapsley, a 
New Zealand-born Anglican 
priest, lost both hands in the blast 
late Saturday and was under in- 
tensive care in a hospital, a 
thurch spokesman said. 

Lapsley opened the letter 
oomb at his rented house in 
rentral Harare. There were un- 
confirmed reports a second per- 
son was injured in the explosion. 

The church spokesman, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
described Lapsley as an active 
ANC member who was reported- 
ly on a South African “hit list" of 
exiled opponents. 

“We are assuming South Afri- 
ca is involved,'* he said. 

• In the past, the priest had 
received death threats from white 
South African extremists, and for 
the last three years he had been 
under police protection in Ha- 
rare, the spokesman said. 

Police refused to comment 
Sunday, and there was no im- 
mediate reaction from the Zim- 
babwe government. 

Lapsley, in his early 40s, was 


• expelled from South Africa in the 
late 1970s because of .militant 
activities against South Africa's 
apartheid racial system. 

He settled in Zimbabwe and 
frequently travelled to the ANCs 
headquarters-in -exile in Lusaka, 
the capital of neighbouring 
Zambia. 

Associates said Lapsley offici- 
ated at the funerals of several 
ANC sympathisers killed in 
bombing and sabotage attacks in 
balck-governed ■ nations neigh- 
bouring South Africa. 

The last bombing directed at 
the ANC in Zimbabwe was in 
January 1988. when one man died 
in a car bomb blast outside a 
house occupied by ANC exiles in 
the city of Bulawayo. 

The incident Saturday is also 
the first bombing directed at exile 
ANC members since the orga- 
nisation was legalised in South 
Africa as part or political reforms 
announced Feb. 2 by President 
F.W. de Klerk. 

The letter bombing came just 
days before ANC leaders, headed 


by Nelson Mandela, are sche- 
duled to meet with de Klerk for 
talks in Cape Town aimed at 
removing obstacles to constitu- 
tional negotiations. The talks are 
scheduled to begin May 2. 

Meanwhile, a lift among Mack 
groups appeazs to be widening on 
tiie eve of groundbreaking talks 
between the ANC and de Klerk's 
government 

The discussions, scheduled for 
Wednesday through Friday, are 
designed to dear the way for 
negotiations on a new constitu- 
tion that woald indude blacks. 

But a militant group Saturday 
accused the ANC, the largest 
black opposition group, of 
“appeasement” for agreeing to 
negotiate with the white-led gov- 
ernment. 

“A sellout is very thick in the 
air,” said Cunningham Noxukwa- 
na, general secretary of a union 
organisation affiliated with the 
Pan Africanist Congress (PAQ, a 
rival of the ANC. “Our choice Is 
to fight on.” 

His comments came as some 
3,000 supporters of the radical 
Pan Africanist Congress gathered 
in the Atteridgevule township 
outside Pretoria for the funeral of 
Pan Africanist leader Jeff Mase- 
mola. 


Masemola, who died in a car 
crash two weeks ago, was freed in 
October from a fife prison term 
after serving 27 years for 


The Pan Africanists Congress 
broke away from African Nation- 
al Congress in the 1950s and 
disagrees with the ANC on sever- 
al tactical issues. 

The Pan Africanists believe 
blacks should be self-reliant in 
their struggle for political rights, 
while the ANC embraces a multi- 
racial approach. 

Both groups favour a one-man, 
one-vote system and wage largely 
ineffective guerrilla campaigns. 

The ANC also is engaged in a 
power struggle in the southeast- 
ern province of Natal with In- 
katha, a relatively conservative 
Zulu organisation. Fighting be- 
tween the two sides has claimed 
4,000 black lives in the past four 
years. 

In other developments, police 
said a black policeman and his 
father were killed by gunmen. 

Police said five gunmen broke 
into the house of 24-year-old 
Constable J.F. Zmna in Mpuma- 
langa outside Durban Fri- 
day night, demanded ammuni- 
tion, then shot him twice in the- 
chest. 


Pakistan rejects Indian warning over Kashmir 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A senior 
Pakistani official, reacting to a 
tough Indian warning over Kash- 
mir, accused India Sunday of 
making false assertions and using 
intemperate language. 

“I regret that India should have 
repeated its bellicose statements 
so soon after the foreign minis ter 
and his Indian counterpart agreed 
to exercise restraint,'* the Foreign 
Ministry official said in an inter- 
view. 

T express our deep disappoint- 
ment at this statement that is foil 
of false assertions and intemper- 
ate language.” 

India said Saturday it would do 
whatever was needed 'to halt 
alleged infiltration by Muslim 


.militants from Pakistani-control- 
led Kashmir into its Jammu and 
Kashmir state. 

Indian government spokesman 
Aftab Setn repeated New Delhi’s 
charge that Pakistan was directly 
involved in arming and support- 
ing 'a Muslim rebellion in Indian 
Kashmir that has killed more 
than 300 people since January. 

“We rule out nothing,” he said 
when asked if India might strike 
across the ceasefire lme that 
divides the two armies in the 
mountains of Kashmir. 

Seth's statement came four 
days after Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Sahabzada Yaqub Khan 
met his Indian counterpart Inder 
Gujral in New York, where the 


two agreed to ease tension over 
Kashmir 

Pakistan denies involvement in 
J amm u and Kashmir and says the 
revolt is an internal movement in 
India’s only Muslim -dominated 
state. It says it is powerless to 
stop militan ts slipping back and 
form across the Porous Ceasefire 
Line. 

“I regret that instead of addres- 
sing the root causes of the prob- 
lem, India is just subjecting the 
people of Kashmir to heinous 
atrocities,'' the official said. 

“Instead of whipping up a war 
psychosis and sabre-rattling, In- 
dia should align itself with the 
international community which 
wants a peaceful solution." 


Charge and countercharge 
from the two capitals have fuelled 
fears of a fourth Indo-Paltistan 
war. 

Seth said his statement was a 
response to a Yaqub Khan news 
conference in New York after the 
talks in which he accused India of 
“unspeakable crimes’* in its 
efforts to crush the Kashmir re- 
volt. 

The P akistani official said Ya- 
qub Khan had shown great res- 
traint and was doing nothing 
more than restating -Pakistan's 
position that Kashmir is a dis- 
puted territory whose people, 
should be given a chance to 
choose their own future. 


Humberto Ortega should 
leave soon — UNO leader 


PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) 
— Leaders of Nicaragua's new 
government do not expect to 
keep the Sandinista’s military 
chief in that post for long. Vice 
President Virgilio Godoy said 
Saturday. 

Violeta Barrios de Chamorro, 
who was inaugurated Wednesday 
as Nicaragua’s president, decided 
to retain Sand inis ta military chief 
Humberto Ortega over the pro- 
tests of members of ber United 
National Opposition (UNO) 
coalition. 

“We believe that although 
(Ortega) has been confirmed in 
the position, it will actually be for 
a short time," probably only until 
June 10, Godoy told reporters. 

Godoy, president of the 
Nicaraguan Independent Liberal 
Party and a leader in the 14-party 
UNO coalition, arrived in Pana- 
ma Saturday for an international 
congress of liberal parties. He did 
not explain why he believes Jane 
10 could be Ortega's last day in 
charge of the army. 

But, Godoy said, “we have 
pointed out that he is a point of 
friction because he is seen as a 


spectre of war and violence, and 
generates very strong reactions.” 

Chamorro, in a gesture of 
national reconciliation after a 
bloody civil war, named herself 
defence minister and re- 
appointed Ortega as armed forces 
chief after be renounced his post 
in the nine-member Sandinista 
Party Directorate. 

The decision split her coalition 
just as her administration took 
office. 

“This has been a difficult deci- 
sion for President Violeta de Cha- 
morro, that I personally respect, 
although I don't agree with it,” 
Godoy said. 

He added that Nicaragua faces 
a vicious circle in which “the 
people of the (contra) resistance 
have said they are not disposed to 
disarm as long as Ortega re- 
mains, and Ortega says he’s not 
disposed to leave as long as the 
resistance remains.” 

What Nicaragua needs now, 
after 10 years of war between the 
U.S.-backed contras and the San- 
dinista government, is demilitar- 
isation, he said. 


Folks resume duty as 
calm returns to Kathmandu 


KATHMANDU (R) — Muti- 
nous Nepalese police, who stop- 
ped work after mobs killed eight 
colleagues, resumed rounds Sun- 
i day as heavy rains and a strict 
! curfew restored calm to Kath- 
mandu after weeks of often- vio- 
lent pro-democracy protests. 

Home Minister Yog Prasad 
Upadhyay told Reuters law and 
inder in Nepal bad “greatly ra- 
ved" and the army-enforced 
lusk-to-dawn curfew in the capit- 
couid be lifted within days. 

1 Heavy seasonal rains drenched 
Kathmandu, dampening the 
ardour both of pro-democracy 
activists and of supporters of the 
previous partyless system. 

I Nepal’s absolute monarch, 
jking Birendra, scrapped the Pan- 
yebayat system this month after 
/weeks of pro -democracy and 
/ appointed a reformist govern- 
ment to introduce multi-party 
democracy into his Himalayan 
kingdom. 

Police sources confirmed that 
Kathmandu’s policemen were, 
back at work. Many of the 7,000- 
member force had stayed away in 
anger after mobs beat eighty of 
their colleagues to death during 
demonstrations last Monday. 

Public resentment towards the 
police, who shot dead at least 50 
people during pro-democracy de- 
monstrations on April 6, erupted 
during Monday’s protests in 
which police also killed three 
demonstrators. 

At funerals for the dead police- 
men the next day, hundreds of 


policemen called for revenge and 
chanted slogans supporting the 
previous government. 

“The expression of anger seen 
Tuesday during the funeral pro- 
cession of the slain policemen was 
a momentary one,” said one 
police officer who dedind to be 
identified. 

Prime Minister Krishna Prasad 
Bhattarai's government has now 
started replacing some of the 
more mutinous policemen from 
the capital with police from re- 
mote districts, pblice sources 
said. 

At the same time, many pro- 
democracy activists have formed 
vigilante groups to deal with 
crime and assaults by hardline 
supporters of the old Panchayat 
system. 

“Once coordination between 
local vigilante groups and police 
units is established, hopefully in a 
day or so, the curfew orders will 
be lifted on a permanent basis,” 
Upadhyay said. 

Bhattarai's efforts to win con- 
trol of Nepal’s administration 
were boosted Sunday when three 
former prime ministers and the 
former speaker of the Panchayat 
issued a statement of support. 

“Hie foremost need -of the 
hour is immediate restoration of 
peace and security,” the state- 
ment said. 

“There is no reason why the 
organised strength of activists of 
the previous political system can- 
not be targetted towards peace, 
security and democracy.” 


Chinese official exposes 
confessions by torture 


PEKING (R) — Chinese police 
torture prisoners to extract con- 
fessions, lolling or wouding many 
of their victims, a senior law 
enforcement official has revealed 
in an unusual report on abuses of 
police power this year. 

China had investigated 2,900 
cases of “perverting justice for 
bribes, extorting confessions by 
torture, illegal detention and neg- 
lect of duty” from January to 
March, deputy chief procurator 
Liang Guoqing was quoted as 
saying Saturday. 

More than 490 “major" cases 
involved “deaths and injuries as 
well as serious economic losses,” 
Liang said, quoted by the New 
China News Agency (NCNA). 

Liang reportedly told a news 
conference that dealing with such 
cases had helped protect 
“Chinese citizens' democratic 
rights” and build an honest gov- 
ernment 

His report appeared to be the 
first official confirmation of wide- 
spread accounts of beatings and 
torture inflicted on prisoners af- 
ter crackdowns on last year’s 
Democracy Movement and Tibe- 
tan independence protests. 

In Geneva Friday, the United 
Nations Committee Against Tor- 
ture asked China to provide more 
details of measures it says it had 
taken to stamp out torture in 
prisons. 

The committee of 10 indepen- 
dent human rights experts told 
China that charges of ill-treat- 
ment of prisoners were so wide- 
spread they could not be consi- 
dered isolated incidents. 

- China ratified the U.N. con- 
vention against torture in 1988. 

A Chinese legal expert attend- 


ing the Geneva meeting said re- 
ports of torture in Chinese jails 
were “rumours and gossip” 

Prisoners recently released 
from Chinese jails have described 
how electric prods, beatings, pro- 
longed periods of isolation and 
sexual abuse of women are used 
to punish and extract confessions. 

• The U.N. committee chair- 
man, Michel Voyame of Switzer- 
land, said a report presented by 
China was too vague and brief. 

“We want to know what mea- 
sures are being taken to prevent 
torture and to punish those re- 
sponsible,” be said. . 

It was not clear whether 
Liang’s report was made in re- 
sponse to foe Geneva meeting. 

Sections of Liang’s speech 
dealing with corruption were re- 
ported in official Chinese news- 
papers but not his remarks on 
torture or other abuses of power 
by police. 

China’s carefully controlled 
media have only rarely in the past 
admitted to cases of police tor- 
ture. 

A separate report by NCNA 
said 253 policemen and women 
had died in the course of duty last 
year. 

It did not say how many had 
been killed on June 3 and 4 when 
the army and police opened fire 
on pro-democracy demonstrators 
in Peking, killing hundreds of 
cmfians. 

In his report on China’s anti- 
corrnption drive, Liang revealed 
that police had arrested Cao Bin, 
a senior official in the Communist 
Party’s Propaganda Department, 
and still investigating the deputy 
minister for railways, Luo Yun- 
guang. 


Reagan 
urges free 
elections - 
in Cuba 

MIAMI (AP) — Fonner U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan has cal- 
led for free elections and demo- 
cratic reforms in Cuba, speaking 
in address broadcast live to the 
islan d nation on the U.S.-fonded 
Radio Marti network. 

‘Test yourself in a vote, Mr. 
Castro. Let the voices of the 
Cuban people be heard,” Reagan 
said. “In the sanctity of the secret 
polling booth, the voice of free- 
dom triumphs." 

Reagan’s 30-minute speech to a 
predominantly Cuban audience 
of about 10,000 in a Miami sta- 
dium capped a rally attended by 
dozens of dignitaries. Among 
them were Cuban-born U.S. 
Congresswoman Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen and President George 
Bash’s son Jeb. 

Many Cuban leaders credit 
Reagan with launching a pro- 
democracy campaign against 
Fidel Castro's rule that they hope 
will allow the return of thousands 
of exfles. 


“I believe we wfll soon be 
singing to liberty and independ- 
ence m Cuba,” said Jorge Mas 
Canosa, chair man of the Cuban- 
American National Foundation 
and an early supporter of die 
5-year-old Radio Marti prog- 
ramme. 

Cknosa said the rally and 
speech was the Gist event broad- 
cast live to Cuba via Radio Marti. 

Foundation spokeswoman 
Marilyn Kalusin said Reagan 
spoke free of charge. 

Reagan praised both Radio 
Marti and the new TV Marti 
network as instrumental in build- 
ing grassroots opposition to 
Castro. 

“This is an authentic break- 
through in U.S. information 
programmes because it is televi- 
sion that bold such promise and 
potential: The power of pictures, 
the visual images of freedom that 
are sweeping the world,” said 
Reagan. 

“They will see the Berlin Wall 
jooming down, the last speech of 
Romania’s dictator, the Soviet 
citizens mag^ng by the thousands 
in front of the Kre mlin in support 
of broader democracy in the 
Soviet Union.” 

The Cuban government has 
jammed the TV Marti signal since 
its first broadcast on March 27. 
Earlier this month. Radio Marti 
was also jammed for first time 
since it went on the air. Both the 
radio and television stations are 
named after 19th century Cuban 
indpendence hero Jose Marti. 


Aquino predicts collapse 
of Communist rebellion ■ 


MANILA (R) —‘President Cora- 
zon Aquino said Sunday that the 
Communist insurgency in the Phi- 
lippines was headed for collapse 
and called on the guerrillas to 
surrender. 

“The signals are dear. We are 
seeing here the telltale signs of a 
moribund movement, an orga- 
nisation that has lost its cause,” 
Aquino said in her weekly radio 
programme. 

More than 4,000 Communist 
regulars surrendered and turned 
in 2,000 guns to the government 
in 1989, the president said, citing 
Defence Deparment statistics. 

She said killings by Communist 
squads called “sparrows” were 
down 30 per cent. 

Aquino, who has vowed to 
defeat the 21-year-old insurgency 
by the end of her six-year term in 
1992, said the collapse of the 
Philippine Communist movement 
was being accelerated by Eastern 
Europe’s rejection of Com- 
munism. 

“The burial of this ideology on 
the trash heap of history has 
begun,” she said. 

Military officials said the 
strength of the Communist New 
People’s Army (NPA) fell from a 
high of 25,200 people in 1987 ta 
18,500 by the end of last year. 
The number of districts under 
Communist control declined 25 
per cent. 

The rebels said in recent state- 
ments that they were growing in 
strength and could seize power 
within a decade. 

Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos said last week that the 
guerrillas remained a long-term 
threat because they had a politic- 
al machinery and a strong prop- 
aganda network, and were 
obtaining funds from foreign 


sources. 

But Aquino said popular sup- 
port for the guerrillas had evapo- 
rated because rebels used force .o 
collect money and burned the 
homes of those who refused to 
support the insurgency. . 

“Our people have grown tired 
of the violence inflicted by Filipi- 
nos against fellow Filipinos. The 
people who nursed the NPA at its 
infancy are the very same people 
who now advocate the cause of 
progress through peaceful 
means,” Aquino said. « 

Meanwhile Communist guerril- 
las ambushed government troops 
crossing a river in the southern 
Davao del Sur province, killing 
15 soldiers, the military said 
Sunday- 

Seven other soldiers of the 37th 
Infantry Battalion were seriously 
injured daring Saturday’s rebel 
attack in the mountain village of 
Lepantod in Santa Cruz munici-, 
parity, 980 kilometres southeast 
of Manila, the military said. 

A mili tary spokesman, Maj. 
Ernesto Amboy, asserted that 
five members of the NPA also 
were kille d. But be said no bodies 
were found. 

Amboy said the incident occur- 
red Saturday morrring when guer- 
rillas fired from an embankment- 
at troops crossing the river below. 

Some soldiers returned fire, 
but others threw down their 
weapons and fled, survivors said. 

Sgt. Edwin Manrisa, who was' 
wounded, said the rebels carted 
away slain soldiers* rifles. 

The ambush was one of the 
fiercest in the southern and cen- 
tral Philippines in recent weeks. 
On April 18, rebel and govern- 
ment forces dashed in Marihatag 
municipality in Surigao del Sur 
province, ldlHng 22 people. 


Bush, Quayle voice support 
for anti-abortion campaign 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush and Vice Pres- 
ident Dan Quayle have urged 
hundreds of thsousands of abortion 
opponents at a Washington rally 
to cany on their crusade, despite 
a year of political and legal set- 
backs. 

A crowd estimated by police at 
200,000 gathered on the grounds 
of the Washington Monument 
near the White House to renew 
the strength of their movement 
against greater political activism 
by pro-choice lobbyists. 

In a telephone address to the 
demonstrators. Bush called abor- 
tion a “tragedy” that contradicts 
the values of America. 

“One day, your life-saving 
message will have reached and 
mfluenceckeveiy American," the 


president told the crowd. “And 
until then, continue to work for 
the day when respect for human 
life is sacrosanct and beyond 
question. 

A year ago a march on 
Washington by a record 300,000 
people who urged die supreme 
court not to rdl back its 1973 
landmark Roe vs. Wade decision 
that guaranteed women the right 
to choose abortions. 

Although the high court last 
June upheld a Missouri law to 
restrict abortion rights, “pro- 
choice” activists have won several 
political and legal victories in 
other states, including passage in 
Connecticut Friday of a bill that 
guarantees abortion rights re- 
gardless of any supreme court 
decision. 


Violence isolates Colombian politicians 


BOGOTA (R) — Uncontrolled 
violence sweeping Colombia is 
forcing politicians away from con- 
tact with people and isolating 
them behind ‘bullet-proof vests, 
bodyguards and armour-plated 
cars. 

Public appearances by candi- 
dates campaigning for Col- 
ombia’s May 27 presidential elec- 
tions, already greatly restricted, 
will be cut back still further fol- 
lowing the assassination last 
Thursday of left-wing candidate 
Carlos Pizarro — the third pres- 
idential aspirant killed in eight 
months. 

Authorities blame powerful 
cocaine barons, who have de- 
clared war on the state, for killing 
all three candidates. But diplo- 
mats say Pizarro could equally 
well have been killed by extreme 
right-wingers or left-wing 
radicals. 

“I praise the courage of the- 
candidates who have gone out 
into the public square. But we all 
know that the health of democra- 
cy and the stability of institutions 
depends on the life of the candi- 
dates,” President Virgilio Barco 
said Friday. 

Barco announced that candi- 
dates would be given expanded 
radio and television time to allow 
them to explain their policies to 


voters with less risk of assassina- 
tion. 

As part of their war, which has 
killed more than 250 people, the 
drug barons have targetted politi- 
cians and officials who oppose 
them. But officials say the traf- 
fickers’ ultimate aim is to under - 
ratine democracy and erode pub- 
-Iic confidence in the govern- 
ment's anti-drug policy. 

Western diplomats say- that if 
one more presidential candidate 
is assassinated the government 
could be forced to postpone next 
month’s elections. 

With drug-traffickers, right- 
wing death squads and leftist 
guerrillas on the loose, Col- 
ombian presidential candidates 
know theirs is among the most 
dangerous jobs on earth. At pub- 
lic appearances they are escorted 
by a squad of anxious body- 
guards, guns out and fingers on 
the trigger. 

Pizarro, a fonner guerrilla 
leader, often wore a bulletproof 
vest and was guarded on last 
week’s flight by a dozen body- 
guards inducting some from fas 
M-19 Movement and others from 
the security police. 

But they were of no use when a 
21 -year-old gunman took out a 
submachine gun and fired 13 


shots into Pizarro’s head a few 
minutes after his plane took off 
from a Bogota airport. The gun- 
man was immediately shot dead. 

Opposition Social Conserva- 
tive preridential candidate Rodri- 
go Uoieda accused the govern- 
ment Saturday of bias in its secur- 
ity arrangements for candidates. 
He said Gaviria was provided 
with armour-plated care and air 
force planes “while the public 
square is dosed to other candi- 
dates.” 

Thirteen candidates are taking 
part in the polls but only three are 
given any real, chance of winning 
— Gaviria, Uoreda and Alvaro 
Gomez of the right-wing Move- 
ment for National Salvation. 

The M-19 Movement buried its 
assassinated leader Saturday and 
named a new candidate for May 
27 elections. 

Pizarro’s second-in-command, 
Antonio Navarro Wolff, said he 
would replace Pizarro as pres- 
idential candidate. 

“1 accept so that peace is possi- 
ble m Colombia... so that a new 
movement of popular forces can 
be formed and turned into an 
alternative for power,” said 
Navarro, a 41 -year-old engineer 
and former guerrilla who lost a 
leg in a grenade attack on a 
restaurant in 1985. 


15 years after the war, Vietnamese want Americans back 


HO CHI MEVH CITY, Vietnam 
(R) — Fifteen years after driving 
the Americans out of South Viet- 
nam, the Communist government 
and the people want them back. 

Not, of course, as rulers or 
political allies — that era ended 
on April 30, 1975 when northern 
tanks smashed through the gates 
of the Saigon presidential palace 
to end the war. 

. In a year when the leadership is 
hanging out the red banners to 
celebrate the 100th birthday of 
the late founder of the Commun- 
ist state Ho Chi Nfinh it is not 
wise to publicly question the total 
commitment to independence 
and so cialism , 

But the collapse of Vietnam’s 
ideologically-based support from 
Eastern Europe and, to some 
extent, Moscow, has added press- 
ure on the government to secure 
an end to the devastating econo- 
mic embargo imposed by tiie Un- 
ited States for 15 years. 

For the people, especially in 


the more free-and-easy South 
which has never embraced the 
austere Communist model of 
“Unde Ho,” it is Uncle Sam and 
fas greenbacks who play the tune 
they want to bear. 

On the streets and in the blos- 
soming nightclubs they dance to 
its disco beat in blue jeans, sneak- 
ers and T-shirts decorated with 
glib English-language slogans of a 
distinctly non-Asian culture. 

Economic reforms allowing 
private factories, trading and ser- 
vices, which were prompted by 
stagnation and looming starvation 
in the mid 1980s, have trans- 
formed the face of Ho Chi Mmh 
City, the fonner Saigon. 

In the bar of the Majestic Hotel 
on the Saigon River American 
hits of the early 1970s hammer 
out and young girls in heavy 
make-up linger at the door .-“This 
is a new Vietnam,” says a female 
cashier. 

But Vietnamese economists 
and Western diplomats say it is a 


superficial glitter, that the pre- 
sence of colourful Chinese toys, 
Thai jeans, Indonesian beer, and 
Japanese televisions and even the 
new street bustle may be a fragile 
phenomenon. 

A trishaw driver labouring in 
the sweltering heat tells his pas- 
senger be was a marine in the 
South Vietnamese army before it 
finally collapsed. 

He says he can barely feed his 
family and he wishes the Amer- 
icans could come bade — reflect- 
ing a general nostalgia for a time 
of bountiful U.S. handouts and 
laissez-faire lifestyle. 

In Hand recently a man in his 
20s was asked what he thought tiie' 
reaction would be in Vietnam if 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
paid a visit. 

He thought for a moment. 
“Not much,” he said. Then his 
eyes lit up as he thought of a 
much more intriguing possibility. 
“But if George Bush should 
come...” 


President Bush has no such 
plans and nor, fas diplomats in 
Bangkok say, does be have any 
thought of easing the ban on 
trade and economic help winch is 
observed by many Western states 
and, perhaps most harmful of all, 
by Japan. 

Still smarting from its humiliat- 
ing defeat in tiie war, Washington 
sees far more pressing areas for 
its interest than the stubbornly 
Communist Vietnam. 

It says it will not lift sanctions 
until it is satisfied by Hanoi’s 
cooperation in finding the re- 
mains of more than 1,000 U.S. 
servicemen still missing in action 
and Vietnam shows flexibility in 
the search for a settlement in 
Cambodia. 

* Both conditions, the Viet- 
namese say, depend on subjective 
assessments by the United States. 

Diplomats say U.S. compliance 
is needed to generate me big 
sums of money necessary to won 
a real improvement in Vietnam’s 


economy, and that is not yet 
forthcoming. 

Last year Washington blocked 
a plan worked out between the 
government and the International 
Monetary Fond (IMF) which 
would have enabled Vietnam to 
pay off its debts and dear the way 
tor new IMF, World Bank and 
Asian Development Bank loans. 

Ho Chi Mmh City was re- 
minded of the underlying weak- 
ness of the infrastructure tins 
month when low water levels at 
tiie main hydro-electric plants 
that serve the South cot power to 
the dty for three days a week in 
the hottest period of the -year. 

' While agriculture, in particular 
rice-production, has responded 
well to the reforms, industry is 
devastated. 

In a country of 65 million peo- 
ple at least seven millio n are 
unemployed as state factories, 
starved of the subsidies that kept 
them staggering unproductive^ 
on, lay off their workers. 



J 


Bardot to host TV 
show about animals 

PARIS ( AP) — BrigiUe Bardm, 
the one-time screen sex kitten 
turned animal activist, is emerg- 
ing from seclusion to be host of a 
four-cert TV show about animal 
abuse. Bardoi said she was "Und 
of fighting windmills.” but de- 
cided to do the series anyway. 
The first part air? cm May ‘J aod 
deals with trafficking in animate. 
Bardot told a news conference 

she hadn't decided what animal 
causes the other three episodes 
would address: “There are so 
many (things.) to denounce that 
we have difficulty with a choice.” 
The first show will lake viewers to 
warehouses near Bangkok, zoos 
in the Congo and hangars at 
Paris’ Charles de Gaulle Airport. 
Since retiring from movies, Ms. 
Bardot has devoted herself to 
saving animals, most notably 
baby seals. She conceded that 
past efforts, like a TV series latl 
year on animal rights, did little to 
improve the animals’ lot. “If 
there’s no response this time, 
we’ll try to bring down the gov- 
ernment.'* she said with a laugh. 

Italian car fetches 
record price 

LONDON (AP) — A 59-year-ofd 
Bugatti Royale has become the 
world's most expensive car, draft- 
ing a price of more than £9 
million (S14 million) from a 
group of Japanese businessmen. 
The 3-ton luxury saloon — one of 
only six of its kind in existence — 
surpassed the previous record 
price of 8.5 million pounds (S13 
million) paid last November by a 
Japanese buyer for a 1963 Ferrari 
GiO. the Sunday Times of Lon- 
don reported. The Bugatti type 
41 Rovalc cost $6,500 (men 
$22*300) when it was built in 
1931. Its last owner was Hans 
Thu 1 in, a Swedish real estate de- 
veloper. The Sunday Times said 
the sale was confirmed by Nicho- 
las Harley, a London dealer in 
vintage cars, who negotiated the 
deal through a Swiss bank. The 
buvers were not identified. 


Chorus Line closes 
to tears, cheers 
and applause 

NEW YORK (R) — A Chorus 
Line, Broadway's longest-run- 
rung show, closed Saturday night 
and its 18 dancers took their last 
bows to tears, cheers and a 
thunderous 20-minute standing 
ovation. After 15 years and 6,137 
performances, the dancers kicked 
their legs up for the last time on 
the white stripe that stretches the 
length of the stage before an 
exuberant audience that packed 
Broadway's Shubert Theatre. 
“It’s so sad. It’s like your mother 
died or something,” said De- 
borah Henry, a cast member 
from 1976 who was in the audi- 
ence. “It was just the most 
beautiful show." Producer 
Joseph Papp, who announced the 
names of all the current cast 
members and the original cast 
from the July 25, 1975 debut, told 
the emotional audience: “This 
show is dedicated to anyone who 
has danced in a chorus or mar- 
ched in step anywhere.” As P3pp ■ 
called their names, dancers ran to 
the front of the stage yelled out to 
friends and relatives in the whist- 
ling and cheering audience. After 
the house lights came on, original 
cast members who were older and 
a little greyer reunited onstage, 
crying, taking photographs and 
recreating old dance steps. 

Quakers object 
to Popeye ads 

PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 
(AP ) — “I yam what I yam,” says 
Popeye the sailor man, but the 
peace-loving Quakers don’t like 
fas brawling ways and object to 
the use of the cartoon character 
m ads for Quaker oats. Not only 
that, toot, toot, but Olive OyJ is 
too submissive, say members of 
tiie religions society of friends, 
better known as the Quakers, a 
longtime champion of women's 
rights. Popeye began popping up 
last year in TV commercials and 
in comics inserted in instant oat- 
meal packages, dispa tching Us 
nemesis Bluto with a swift swing 
of an oversized forearm. “I eats 
me oatmeal and I'm stronger than 
stcel »„ I ^ n Popeye the Quaker 
5S?*» be sings to an adoring 
Olive Oyl. Elizabeth Edey, 
^okesftonjaa f or the Phi- 
faocfohia yearly meeting, the Wg- 
.9~ er group in the east, 
said Monday, “They had Popeye 
dispute and conflict 
through violence. This is com- 
pletely obnoxious and offensive. 

ms- we have a peace testimony 
that is more than 300 years old." 
sjesaid. “To portray us as a 
chhron that beats op on other 
people is not Ok.” 



